
LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW (B™ FL ) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel. (202)263-4152 Fax (202)331-8330 

e-m3il xiccgc@''en<cn.neL 

September 20, 2011 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

FEE RECEIVED Ms Cynthia T. BrowTi 
Chief. Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings CCP 9 ) ?ni1 
Surface Transportation Board OLr 6 
395 E Street. SW otmi7Arir 
Washington, D. C. 20423 ^USAT^ir^'is: TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Dear Ms Bro\ni: 

Enclosed for tiling in Docket No AB-1087X. Grenada Railway LLC—Petition for 
Abandonment Excmption-in Grenada. Momeomerv. Carroll. Holmes. Yazoo and 
Madi.son Counties. Miss . is the Petition for Abandonment Exemption of Grenada 
Railway LLC 

Information for the charging ofthe S6.300 filing fee to my credit card earlier this 
day was facsimile transmitted to the Board. 

Copies of this letter are being served on all persons shown on the Petition's 
Certificate of Service. 

If you have any question conceming this filing or I otherwise can be of assistance, 
please do get back to mc 

Sincerely yours, 

Irit^R. Kahn 

FILED 
SEP 2 0 m \ 



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1087X 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 
-PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN GRENADA, MONTGOMERY, CARROLL, HOLMES, 
YAZOO AND MADISON COUNTIES, MISS. 

PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 
OF 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 

FEE RECEIVED 
SEP 2 0 Z011 
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TRANSPOBTATION BOARD 

FILED 
SEP 2 0 2011 

SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Fritz R. Kahn 
Fritz R. Kahn, P.C. 
1920 N Street, NW (8th fl.) 
Washington, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202)263-4152 

Attomey for 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 

Dated: September 20, 2011 



SURFACE •rR.\NSPORT.'\TIO\ BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1087X 

GRENADA R,AILWAY LLC 
-PETITION IOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN GRENADA, MONTGOMERY, CARROLL. HOLMES. 
YAZOO AND MADISON COUNTIES, MISS. 

PETITION FOR ABANDON.MENT EXEMPTION 
OF 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 

Grenada Railwav LLC ("GRYR"), pursuant to 49 U S C. § 10502(a) and 49 C.F.R. 

§1121 I et .seq.. seeks an exemption from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. 

§10903 and-J9 C.F R § 11.52.1, et scg.. to abandon the southem segment of its lineof 

railroad, and. in support of it Petition for .Abandonmenl Exemption, GRYR states, as 

follows' 

I 

llic line proposed lo be abandoned 

GRYR was organized to purchase from the Illinois Central Railroad Company 

("\C") Its railroad line extending between Milepost 403.0 south of Memphis, TN, and 

Milepost 703.8 north of Canton, MS. IC offered to sell the line since it had a parallel 

railroad line to the west extending between Memphis and Jackson, MS, south of Canton. 

GRYR's acquisition and operation ofthe line was authorized by the Board pursuant to the 

Verified Notice of Exemption in STB Finance Docket No. 35247, Grenada Railwav 

LLC-Acauisition and Operation Exemption—Illinois Central Railroad Companv and 

Waterloo Railway Companv. served Vlay 29, 2009, 74 Fed Reg. 25799. May 29. 2009. 

I 



The southem portion ofthe railroad line which GRYR bought from IC has proved 

to be a financial fiasco, and GRYR has come to the conclusion that it has no alternative 

but to seek the Board's approval to abandon it. The line which GRYR proposes to 

abandon extends between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near 

Canton, MS, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 

and Madison Counties, Mississippi ("Rail Line"). The Rail Line traverses U.S. Postal 

Service Zip Codes 38960, 38926, 38925, 38967, 39176, 39192, 39063, 39079, 39146 and 

39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations on the Rail Line, namely: Tie Plant, 

Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, Goodman, Pickens and 

Vaughan, 

As Mr. Michael J. Van Wagenen, Vice President of GRYR, details in his Verified 

Statement, attached as Appendix G, the 81.3-mile Rail Line sought to be abandoned has 

generated insufficient traffic to permit its continued operation. In ali of 2010 there were 

only six shippers on the Rail Line: Georgia Pacific, Hankins Lumber Sales and Thomas 

Wood Preserving at Elliott; Dunham at Winona; and Burrows Paper and Tri-County 

Cooperative at Pickens. Together they accounted for a total of 289 carioads of inbound 

or outbound freight. That equates to approximately 3.5 cars per mile per year. During 

the first six months of 2011 Georgia Pacific and Dunham tendered or received no cars, as 

they closed their operations on the Rail Line. Winona Hardwood at Winona became a 

shipper for the first time in 2011, for a total of five remaining shippers on the Rail Line. 

Together they accounted for a total of 92 carloads of inbound or outbound freight during 

the first six months of 2011. Annualized that comes to a little more than 2 cars per mile 



per vear. No railroad can continue to operate with such little traffic. Certainly, the 

GRYR cannot. 

Before initiating the abandonment process, however, during the week of May 16, 

2011, a representative of GRYR met with each ofthe five shippers currently on the Rail 

Line The shippers were informed ofthe difficulty GRYR was experiencing operating 

the southern portion oflhe Grenada line due to the lack of adequate operating revenue. 

Each customer was asked to estimate lhe number of cars that would be shipped to or from 

ils facility during the remainder of 2011. They all generally represented that, due to the 

poor state oflhe Nation's economy, iheir ov̂ 'n businesses were down as well. With the 

exception of Tri-Counly Coop, which receives inbound fertilizer, the preponderance of 

the products generated by the customers is transported by truck rather than by rail. The 

response was that for the remainder of 2011 Hankins Lumber Sales projected that it 

vvould ship 11 carloads, Thomas Wood Preserving 7, Burroughs Paper 15 and Winona 

Hardwood 5 and Tri-Counly Coop would receive 25 carioads, for a total of 63 inbound or 

outbound carioads of freight Annualized that would be about a car and a half per mile 

per year That simply is insuftkicnt traffic to maintain a viable operation on a line of 

railroad 

Witness .Aaron Parsons, Assi.stant Vice Prcsidenl of GRYR, in his Verified 

Statement, attached as .Appendix II, states that he calculated GRYR's loss m operating the 

Rail Line in 2010 to b«; 5100,927 and in the first six months of 2011, .$94,674. He 

calculated the opportunity cost, that is, the economic loss experienced by GRYR from 

foregoing a more profitable alternative u.se ofthe a.ssets oflhe Rail Line, to be 

$2,198,610. 



GRYR determined that, unless there was a significant increase in revenue, the 

southem segment ofthe Grenada line could not continue to be operated. Accordingly, 

GRYR decided inquire ofthe shippers currently on the Rail Line whether they were 

prepared to commit to tendering or receiving additional traffic, which, together with the 

governmental financial assistance which GRYR was seeking, would permit GRYR to 

continue to operate the Rail Line. Copies of Mr. Van Wagenen's June 17,2011, letters to 

the five shippers are attached to his Verified Statement as Exhibit I. To be sure, he was 

asking each ofthe shippers for a substantial increase in the number of cars it had tendered 

or received during the first six months of 2011. But, even as increased, the total number 

of carloads of revenue freight which GRYR was seeking from the five shippers came to 

only 640 cars, which represents fewer than 8 cars per mile per year. 

The shippers, however, would not even agree to the commitments which GRYR 

had asked each one to make. On June 22,2011, Mr. Van Wagenen received a telephone 

call from Mr. Jerry Pegg of Hankin Lumber Sales stating that his company would not 

make a shipment guarantee. Later the same day, Mr. Van Wagenen spoke with Mr. Al 

Hankin, who confirmed that Hankin Lumber Sales did not believe itself capable of 

making a guaranteed commitment to ship a specified number of carloads ofits product. 

On June 22,2011, Mr. Van Wagenen received a telephone call ftom Mr. Clyde 

Smith, Manager of Tri-County Coop, who similarly said that he could not make a 

guaranteed commitment to receive a specified number of carloads of fertilizer. He 

thought that Tri-County Coop might take advantage of GRYR's offer to pay an allowance 

if inboimd fertilizer shipments were transloaded at Grenada, although he was exploring 

whether transloading at Canton may not be more attractive. 



Mr Hankin called again on .August 29, 2011, to say that Hankin Lumber Sales 

and Thomas Wood Preserving were prepared to make guaranteed commitments to ship 

specified numbers of carioads of their products, but their proposals were for small 

fractions ofthe volume guarantees which GRYR had requested of them. 

No response to his June 17, 2011, letter was received by Mr. Van Wagenen from 

the other shippers on the line. Burrows Paper Company and Winona Hardwood. 

Cleariy. the volume of freight shipments to and from the .Ive shippers on lhe Rail 

Line on which GRYR reasonably can rely is altogether insufficient to enable GRYR to 

continue to operate liie Rail Line. The indu.';tr>' rule of thumb is that lo maintain a viable 

operation a rail carrier muil handle no fewer than 35 revenue carloads of freight per mile 

per year The shippers on the Rail Line heretofore have nol met that number and are not 

prepared to commit to do so m the future 

Coupled wilh the insufncient traflic on the Rail Line proposed to be abandoned is 

the need for replacing a 112-fool long bridge. The bridge at Mileposi 656.4 was 

constructed in 1914 and literally is falling apart. Four photographs ofthe bridge are 

attached to GRYR's Environmental and Historic Report as Exhibit 1 The Environmentai 

and Historic Report is allached as .Appendix F The bridge was embargoed by the GRYR 

on July 28. 2011. and an independent consulting firm. Landrelh Engineering of 

Albuquerque. NM, eslimaies that the cost of replacing the bridge lo be $784,000.00 A 

copy oflhe report of Landrelh Engineering is attached to the Environmental and Historic 

Report as Exhibit 2. 1 hat is money that the GRYR simply does not have, as the Balance 

Sheet attached to Mr. Parsons' Verified Statement attests, and the sparse traffic on the 



Rail Line sought to be abandoned would not justify the expenditure of that kind of money 

evenifGRYRhadit. 

The need for replacing the bridge at Milepost 656.4 and for refurbishing the entire 

Grenada line were among the reasons advanced by GRYR in seeking govemment 

financial assistance, as explained in Mr. Van Wagenen's Verified Statement. To its 

dismay, GRYR leamed from the Mississippi Department of Transportation ("MOOT" 

that no State or federal fiinds were^available to assist it. GRYR's spokesperson, therefore, 

met with representatives ofthe Mississippi Development Authority ("MDA"), who 

offered support and encouragement for GRYR to seek assistance through efforts in the 

Mississippi legislature. 

Representative Tommy Reynolds of Water Valley was an early and strong 

supporter of GRYR's efforts. He authored H.B. 1425, which would have created a 

Railroad Improvement Fund in the amount of S6.S million for the sole purpose of 

financing improvements ofthe GRYR. This was not an outlandish sum, for Landrelh 

Engineering in its report, attached as Exhibit 2 to the Environmental and Historic Report, 

estimates that it would take $28 million to completely refurbish the Grenada line to meet 

the Class I railroad standards. GRYR also had strong support from Representative 

Wamer McBride of Batesville, Chairman ofthe Transportation Committee, 

Additionally. Representative Percy Watson, Chairman ofthe Ways and Means 

Committee, and Senator Dean Kirby, Chairman ofthe Finance Committee, were strong 

supporters and included $6.5 million in the omnibus bond bills (H.B. 1546 & S.E. 3100), 

which passed in both the House of Representatives and the Senate. GRYR's success in 

its legislative efforts drew the attention ofthe other railroads in the State, and they began 



lobbying for I'unds lor iheir projects. Ultimately, the Hou.se/Senate conference committee 

reported S B. 3100 v.ith only S5 million in the Railroad Improvement Fund, without 

specifying how the funds were to be spent, leaving the decision to the MDA. 

GRYR's spokesperson immediately met with a representative of MDA and was 

led to believe thai GRYR was on track lo receive approximately $4 5 million ofthe 

appropriated funds That, however, was not to be. The Slale Bond Commission, 

composed oflhc Governor, Treasurer and .Attorney General, decided nol to include lhe 

Railroad Improvement Fund monies in the bond issue in ihe Fall of 2011. 

.An additional legislative effort was for GRYR to purchase from MDOT the right-

of-way ofthe railroad line between .Aberdeen Junction and Kosciusko which had been 

leased to the Kosciusko & Souihweslem Railway ("KSRY"). Ahhough MDOT's General 

Counsel favored the sale oflhe line as part of MDOTs disposal of surplus property, no 

bill ever was introduced because ofthe significant opposition of Representative Mary 

Ann Stevens of Kosciu.sko. 

KSRY has used its railroad line solely for the storage of cars. Indeed, the cars 

have sal there for three or four years' time. Mr. Van Wagenen spoke with Mr. Don R. 

Brown, President of KSRY, and offered lo have GSRY assist KSRY to clear the line of 

the stored cars to a\oid iheir being stranded on the KSRY's line if the Board were to 

authorize GSRV's proposed abandonment oflhe Rail Line. KSRY, however, has allowed 

ils line lo deteriorate and .some ofthe stored ears to become inoperable. In the absence of 

some kind ofa guarantee or indemnification agreemeni, GSRY is reluctant to have its 

power equipment try lo remove the stored cars ll is up :o KSRY to clear its track oflhe 

stored cars, and the stored cars as yet have not been moved off the KSRY's line 

http://Hou.se/Senate
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The exemption proposal 

GRYR, pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §1152.50, seeks an exemption to abandon its Rail 

Line. 

GRYR believes that the Rail Line contains no federally granted rights-of-way. 

Any documentation in GRYR's possession regarding the line will be made available to 

those requesting it. 

The abandonment will not be consummated until after a final and favorable 

decision will have been rendered by the Board, which GRYR understands to be not later 

than December 19,2011. 

The exact name ofthe petitioner is the Grenada Railway LLC. It is a rail carrier 

subject to the regulatory jurisdiction ofthe Board. The proposal is to abandon the 

railroad line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, 

MS, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo and 

Madison Counties, Mississippi. 

A map ofthe Rail Line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix A. 

The petitioner's representative to whom correspondence should be sent is Fritz R. 

Kahn, Fritz R. Kahn, P.C. 1910 N Street, NW (8th floor), Washington, DC 20036, whose 

e-mail address is xiccgc@verizon.net. 

The Rail Line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960,38926,38925, 

38967, 39176, 39192, 39063, 39079, 39146 and 31979, which are the Zip Codes for the 

stations on the Rail Line, namely: Tie Plant, Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, 

Vaiden, West, Durant, Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

mailto:xiccgc@verizon.net


The right-of-way oflhc abandoned line may be suitable for public use or for rail 

banking'trail use, particularly since, as is emphasized in the accompanying 

Environmental and Historic Report, attached as Appendix F. none ofthe 130 bridges, 

trestles or culverts 50 years old or older along the Rail Line is to be removed, if the Board 

were lo authorize the abandonmenl 

If authorized by the Board, the abandonment oflhe Rail Line will be .subject to 

the employee protective conditions of Oreaon Short Line Railroad-Abandonment 

Portion Goshen Branch Bclwccn Firth & Ammon. in Bineham & Bonneville Counties. 

Idaho, 360 l.C.C 91 (1979). 

GRYR. by ils counsel, certifies that the notice requirement of 49 C.F.R 

§ 1152 50(d)(l) has been complied with Copies of lhe letters, including ones to the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, which were 

sent are attached as .Appendix B. 

GRYR. by its coun<iel, certifies that the notice requirement of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 

has been complied with Copies oflhc letters which were sent are attached as Appendix 

C. 

Notices ofthe proposed abandonment were published on .August 12, 2011, in the 

Grenada S:ar. a iicvsspapcr of general circulation in Grenada County, on August 18 2011, 

2011, in The Winona "limes, a ncw.spaper of general circulation in Montgomery County, 

on .August 13, 2011, in the Yazoo Herald, a newspaper of general circulation in Yazoo 

County and on .August 18, 2011, in the Madison Countv Herald, a newspaper of general 

circulation in Madison Counly. No newspaper is published in Carroll or Holmes County. 

Afl'idavils of publication arc attached as Appendix D. 



A draft Federal Register notice is attached as Appendix E. 

The Environmental and Historic Report is attached as Appendix F. 

The Verified Statement of Vice President Michael J. Van Wagenen is attached as 

Appendix G. 

The Verified Statement of Assistant Vice President Aaron Parsons is attached as 

Appendix H. 

The Verification of President Rhonda Nicoloff is attached as Appendix I. 

III. 

Groimds for granting the exemption. 

Under 49 U.S.C. §10903, a rail line may not be abandoned without the Board's 

prior approval. Under 49 U.S.C. §10502, however, the Board must exempt a transaction 

or service firom regulation when it finds that: (1) continued regulation is not necessary to 

cany out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. §10101 and (2) either (a) the 

transaction or service is of limited scope or (b) regulation is not needed to protect 

shippers from the abuse of market power. See, Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 701X), CSX 

Transportation. Inc.—Abandorunent Exemption—in Vigo Countv. Ind.. served August 

16, 2010; Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 702X), CSX Transportation. Inc.—Abandonment 

Exemption—in Marion Countv. Ind.. served August 12, 2010. The proposed 

abandonment ofthe Rail Line clearly satisfies these exemption standards. 

Detailed scrutiny by the Board of the proposed abandonment of the Rail Line 

under 49 U.S.C. §10903 and 49 C.F.R. §1152.1, et s s i , is not necessary to carry out the 

rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. §10101. By minimizing the administrative 

expense of the application process, an exemption will expedite regulatory action and 

10 



reduce regulatory barricis to exit, in accordance with 49 L' S.C §§10101(2) and (7). The 

exemption will foster sound cconom.ic conditions and encourage efficient management by 

permitting the raiionali/aiion of unneccssar>' common carrier rail lines, consistent with 49 

U.S.C. §§10101(5) and (9) Other aspects oflhe rail transportation policy will not be 

adversely affecled. See, Docket No AB 384 (Sub-No 3X). Delta Southem Railroad. 

Inc.-Abandonmcni E\empiion-in Desha and Chicot Counties. .Ark., served March 25, 

2011; Docket No AB 55 (Sub-No. 703X), CSX Transportation. Inc.-Ahandonment 

Exempiion-in Chesterfield and Darlington Counties. S.C. served January 19, 2011; 

Docket No AB 415 (Sub-No. 2.X), Escanaba & Lake Superior Railroad Companv-

Abandonment Excmpiion-m Ontonagon and Houehton Counties. Mich., served 

.September 27, 2010 

Regulation oflhe proposed transaction is not required to protect shippers from the 

abuse of markcl power. Id_ As already noted, there only five shippers on the 81.3-mile 

Rail Line. They have declined to commit themselves to lender or receive sufficient 

carloads of freight to pemiil continued operations of the Rail Line. Mostly ihey move 

their products by truck. 1-55 and U.S Highway 51 parallel the Rail Line and are situated 

close to it As Mr Van Wagenen staled in his Verified Statement, attached as Appendix 

G, the five shippers, however, will nol be without a railroad altemauve. GRYR is 

planning to open a transload facility in its yard al Grenada, with three-days-a-weck 

railroad service hy GRYR to Memphis GRYR has offered each of the shippers an 

allowance of $150 per car for the first year ofils use ofthe transloading facility and $100 

per car for the next lour years. Intermodal Iransportation. Mr. Van Wagenen noted, is 

l l 



becoming increasingly important, and GRYR has come up with this incentive to 

encourage the shippers to give it a try. 

The grant ofthe exemption is fully warranted. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, Grenada Railway LLC respectfully requests that, 

pursuant to 49 U.S.C. §105O2(a) and 49 C.F.R. §1121.1,etseg.,itbegrantedan 

exemption from the provisions of 49 U.S.C. §10903 and 49 C.F.R. §1152.1, etseg,, to 

abandon its rail line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 near 

Canton, Mississippi. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 

By its attomey. 

Fritz R. Xahn 
FritzX Kahn, P.C. 
1920 N Street, NW (8th fl.) 
Washington, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202)263-4152 

Dated: September 20,2011 
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JiW OFRCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STTIEET, NW ( 8 " FL ) 

wASh:Ncr"ON, [x: 20036 
el . (202) 263-S152 Fax (202) 331-8330 

e-meil xLccgc@ven2on net 

September 6.2011 

.MSDDC - Transportation Engineering .\gency 
Attn. SDTE-SA (Railroad.s for National Defense^ 
709 Ward Dnve Bldg 199(1 
Scott AFB. IL 62225-5357 

Dear Sir.'Madam. 

Please be advised that on or about September 20. 2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface TransportaUon Board is Petition for .Abandonment Exemption 
to .secure the agency authorization ic abandon ils line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton. MS, a distance of 
81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
Missis-sippi The Pctuion will bear Docket No. AB-1087X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960, 38926, 38925, 38967, 
39176, 39192, 39063, 39079. 39146 a,-.d 39179, which are the Zip Codes forthe stations 
on the line. Tic Planl, Ellioft, Duck Hill. Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 
(joodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

Based on information in the po-sscssion of (irenada Railway LLC, the line of 
railroad includes no federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the 
possession ofthe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me 

Sincerely yours, 

Frii/>R Kahn 

file:///gency


LAW OFHCES 

FRrrZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920NSTKEET , NW. ( 8 " FL ) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel . (302) 263-4152 Fax (202) 331-8330 

e-mail >!iccgc@verizon iiet 

September 6. 2011 

VISDDC - Transportation Engineering Agency 
.Attn.- SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense) 
709 Ward Dnve Bldg 1990 
Scoit AFB. IL 62225-5357 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that on or about September 20. 2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board is Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency authorization lo abandon its line of railroad extending between 
.Milepost 622.5 near Grenada. MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, .MS. a distance of 
81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
.Mississippi. The Petition will bear Docket No. AB-1087X. 

The line traverses U.S Postal Service Zip Codes 38960. 38926, 38925, 38967, 
39176, 39192, 39063, 39079. 39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes for the .stations 
on the line, Tie Planl, Elliott, Duck Hill. Eskridge, Winona. Vaiden, West, Durant, 
Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

Based on information m the possession of Grenada Railway LLC, the lineof 
railroad includes no federally granted nghls-of-way Any documentation in the 
possession oflhe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any qus.stion concerning the foregoing, please get back to me 

Sincerely yours, 

1TII/./R Kahn 



UW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ a . ) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xlcogc@venzon.net 

September 6.2011 

Mr. William D. "Bill" Shaddox 
Chief, Land Resources Division 
National Park Service - Dept. ofthe Interior 
120II Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Shaddox: 

Please be advised that on or about September 20,2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board is Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, MS, a distance of 
81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
Mississippi. The Petition will bear Docket No. AB-1087X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960,38926,38925,38967, 
39176, 39192, 39063,39079, 39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations 
on the line. Tie Plant, Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 
Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

Based on information in the possession of Grenada Railway LLC, the line of 
railroad includes no federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the 
possession ofthe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ ( ^ 
Fritz JC Kahn 

mailto:xlcogc@venzon.net


LAW 0.=nCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL.) 

WASHINGTON, I X 20036 
Te: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-rra,l xicc;oS)verizcr, net 

September 6. 2011 

Ms Abigail R Kimbell 
Chief, U.S D A. Forest Service 
201 14ihSt,SW(4ihfl) 
Washinglon, DC 20520 

Dear Ms. Kimbell-

Please be advised thai on or about Sepiember 20, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface Tran.sportation Board is Petilion for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepo.st 622.5 near Grenada, MS. and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, MS, a distance of 
81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
Mississippi. The Pctmon will bear Docket No AB-1087X. 

The i:ne traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960, 38926, 38925, 38967, 
39176, 39192, 39063, 39079, 39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations 
on t.he line, Tie Planl. Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, Wesl, Durant, 
Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

Based on information in the possession of Grenada Railway LLC, the line of 
railroad includes no federally granted rights-of-way. .Any documentation in the 
possession ofthe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If vou have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritz^. Kahn 
/ 



LAW OFFICES 
FRTTZ R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW. (B™FL) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 
e-mail: xlccgc6iverizon.net 

September 6. 2011 

Mr. D. Thomas Ross, Assistant Director 
Recreation and Conservation 
National Park Service - Dept. ofthe Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

Dear Mr. Ross: 

Please be advised that on or about September 20,2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board is Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, MS, a distance of 
81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
Mississippi. The Petition will bear Docket No. AB-1087X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960,38926,38925,38967, 
39176, 39192, 39063,39079, 39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations 
on the line. Tie Plant, Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 
Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

Based on information in the possession of Grenada Railway LLC, the line of 
railroad includes no federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the 
possession ofthe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours. 

^^r-^-*^^ 
FritzJK. Kahn 

http://xlccgc6iverizon.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STl?cET, NW (3'" FL ) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel (202) 253'i;52 Fax f 202) 331-6330 

e-ridil «ic:gc'Svc.-!2on -et 

Sepiem'oer7. 2011 

Mr. Michel 1 Hicks 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
P. 0. Box 455 
Cherokee. NC 28719 

Dear Mr. Hicks. 

Please be advised that on or about September 20, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board is Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
lo secure the agency authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milcposl 622 5 near Grenada. MS, and Mileposi 703 8 near Canton. MS, a distance of 
81 3 miles in Grenada, Monlgomer>, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
Mississippi The Pelition will bear Docket No. AB-1087X 

I he line traverses U.S Postal Service Zip Codes 38960. 38926, 38925. 38967, 
39176, 39192, 39063. 39079. 39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations 
on the lino. Tie Plant, Elliott, Duck Hili, Eskndge. Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 
Goodman. Pickens and Vaughan 

Based on information in the possession of Grenada Railway LLC, the line of 
railroad includes no federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the 
possession oflhe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question concerning the foregoing, please get back to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

friiz R. Kahn 



FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N SniEET, NW. (8™ FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-msil: xlccgc@ven2an.net 

September 7. 2011 

Mr. Denson Beasley 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
P. O. Box 6090 
Choctaw, MS 39350 

Dear Mr. Beasley: 

Please be advised that on or about September 20, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC 
will file with the Surface Transportation Board is Petition for Abandonment Exemption 
to secure the agency authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between 
Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, MS, a distance of 
81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, 
Mississippi. The Petition will bear Docket No. AB-1087X. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960, 38926, 38925, 38967, 
39176,39192, 39063,39079, 39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations 
on the line. Tie Plant, Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 
Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

Based on information in the possession of Grenada Railway LLC, the line of 
railroad includes no federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the 
possession ofthe railroad will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

If you have any question conceming the foregoing, please get back to ine. 

Sincerely yours, 

FritzprTKahn 

mailto:xlccgc@ven2an.net


APPENDIX C 



LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202) 263-1152 Fax" (202) 33i-e310 

e-mail: xlccgogivenzantnet 

August 31, 2011 
Ms. Willa J. Brantley 
Bureau Director, Wetlands Permitting 
Department of Marine Resouices 
1141 BayviewAve.(Ste. 101) 
Biloxi, MS 39350 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, (irenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption - In Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Ms. Brantley: 

On or about September 15,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describmg the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map ofthe affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the SIB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

Sincerely yours, 

F r i t ^ . Kahn 



LAW OFFICES 
FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C 

: :20 N STREET, NW (8'"FL) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

(202)263-4:52 Fa*. (202)331-6333 
e-."ia I xiccgcgvenzonl net 

August 3] , 2011 
Ms. Amiee D. Parker 
Environmental Specialist, Regulatorv' Branch 
U S Army Corps of Engireers 
4155 Clay Street 
Vicksbur'g, MS 39183-3435 

re: STB Docket No .AB-1087X. Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Excmplion - In Grenada. Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counticf. MS 

Dear Ms. Parker: 

On or about September 15, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its pelition for abandorunent 
exemption to abandon ils line between Milepost 622.5 near (jrenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81 3 miles m Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmentai and Historic Report 
describing tlie proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affecled area. 

GRYR is providing lliis Report so that you may review the information Uiat will 
form the basis for the STB's independent envirorunental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missuig, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
plea.se contact the STB's Office of Environmental .Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tc) (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your wnttcn comments, wnlh a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks 

Your comments will be considered hy the STB m evaluating the environmental and'or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming llic proposal, piease contact rne by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

^ e < ^ ^ -
FntzX. Kahn 

cc. Victoria J Rutson, Esq 

http://plea.se


LAW OFHCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (B™FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Td. : (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 

e-mall: xlccgc@vertzont.net 

August 31,2011 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
100 W. Capitol St. (Ste. 831) 
Jackson, MS 39269 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandorunent Exemption — In Grenada, Montgomeiy, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties, MS _ _ ^ _ _ ^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 15, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomeiy, Cairoll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map ofthe affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the infonnation that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe infonnation is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appredated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Fritz 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

Sincerely yours. 

mailto:xlccgc@vertzont.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STRIET, NW (a™FL) 

V/ASHINGTO'-J, DC 20036 
Te<: (202)263-4152 =ax. (202)331-8330 

email xia:3c@venzonLnet 

August 31, 2011 

Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 2261 
Jackson, MS 39225 

re: SIB Docket No. AB-1087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exempiion - In Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties, MS 

Dear Sir.'Madam: 

On or about Sepiember 15, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects lo 
file wnth the Surface Transportation Board ("S'l B") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon lis line between Milepost 622 5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties. MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affected area 

GRYR IS providing this Report so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any oflhe infonnalion is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office ofEnvironmenial Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel: (202) 245-0295J and refer to the above docket number. 
Because tlie applicable stamtcs and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, wilh a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your commenis will be considered by the S ITi in evaluating the environmentai and/or 
histonc presen'dtion impacts oflhe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

j 'rilzXKahn 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, E.sq. "^ 



LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P . C 
1920 N STREET. NW. (8™FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-maD: xlcogc@verizont.net 

August 31,2011 

Ms. Evona Loving, Admin. Asst. 
Office of Budget and Fund Management 
501 No. West St. (Ste. 1301 - E) 
Jackson, MS 39201 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, (jrenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption — In Grenada, Montgomery, Cairoll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Ms. Loving: 

On or about September 15,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in (jrenada, Montgomeiy, Cairoll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected envirorunental and historic effects, as 
well as a map ofthe affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or incorrect, if you beUeve that pertinent infonnation 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there aie any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xlcogc@verizont.net


LAW OFRCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, im (8™ FL ) 

WASHiNGTO.M, DC 20036 

Tel (202)763^152 Fax- (202)331-8330 
s-inai' xrccgc(?ve-zon*. net 

August 31,2011 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 217 
Sibley, MS 39:65 

re: STB Docket No. .AB-;087X. Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment ExemptuT. - In Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 15, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its pelition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon ils line between Mileposi 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81 3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map oflhc affccleJ ari-a 

GRYR is providing il-.is Report so Uial you may review the information that will 
form lhe basis for lhe STB's indepc:;ucni cnvirorLTicnlal analysis of this proceeding. If 
any oflhe information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any q-jcs;ioiis about lhe STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental .Analysis. 395 E StTcet, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel. (202) :-15-029>^ and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulcition'; impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your \\Tirlen commenis. wi'.h d copy lo me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts of the coniemplaied action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact mc by mail, e-mail or telephone 

Sincerely yours, 

f i i izR^al in 
cc. Victoria I Rutson, E.sq. 

file:////Tirlen


LAW OFHCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Td : (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgOSivenzanLnet 

August 31,2011 

Mr. Heinz Mueller 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
61 Forsyth St 
Atlanta, GA 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, (jrenada Railway LLC ~ Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption — In Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Mr. Mueller: 

On or about September 15, 2011, Grenada Railvray LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in (jrenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Coimties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe infonnation is misleading or incorrect, if you beheve that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
concerning the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

Fnt/^. Kahn 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



L*V,' OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAhN, P.C. 
:-;20 N STREET, NV; (E™FL) 

WASHiNG'ON, DC 20036 
Tel i70?) 253^152 Fax (202)331-6330 

o-'na I- xicc3C©i'snront net 

August 31,2011 

U.S. National Park Service 
100 .Alabama St., SW 
Alla.nla, G.A 30303 

re: STB DOC'KCI No .AB-I087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
.Abandonment Exempt;on - In Grenada, Montgomery. CanoU, Holmes 
Yaypo :Lnd Madii-rn Coimucs. MS 

Dear Sir/Tvladam: 

On or about Sepiember 15. 2011, Grenada R.iilway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") ils petition for abandonment 
exempiion to abandon ils line bcu^ccn Milcpcsl 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery. Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties. MS. Enclosed is an EnvL-onmenlal and Historic Report 
describing lhc proposcil action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of lhc .iffccicj area 

GRYR is providing this Rcnori so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any oflhc infonnation is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact lhc STB's Office of TZr.v-ronmcn'.al .Analysis, 395 E Street. SW, 
Wasliington. DC 20423 i;=l. (202) 2-^5-(i295; and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable siafiitc! and rcgultlions impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your \\Tincn comments, w;ih a copy to mc, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered hy the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts of Lhc conieiT'platcd action. If there are any questions 
conccming lhe proposal, plca.se comae: -nc by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sii'ccrely yours. 

F!!t.jX Kahji 
cc Victoria J Rutson. Esq. 

file:////Tincn
http://plca.se


LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (B'^FL) 

WASHINGTON, DC 23036 
Te l : (202) 263-4152 Fax: (202) 331-8330 

email: xiocgc@vei1zont.net 

August 31,2011 

Mr. Simon Monroe 
NOAA M/NGS2 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption - In (jrenada, Montgomery, CanoU, Hohnes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Mr. Monroe: 

On or about September 15,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, (Zarroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map ofthe affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the information that will 
foim the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent infonnation 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your vmtten comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
concerning the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritzjt; Kahn 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiocgc@vei1zont.net


'J-V^ OI-FICES 

FRITZ R. WHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, r.'W f 8 ^ FL ) 

WASHINXroN, DC 20036 
Te. .202; ?63-)lS2 Fa<- (202) 331-8330 

e-n-.s:l jr ccj.giver roM net 

August 31,2011 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Archives & Ili.slory 
P.O. Box 571 
Jackson, MS 39205-0571 

re. STB Docket No. AB-1087X Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
.Abandonment Exemption - In Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Yazoo ard Vladison Count es. MS 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 15, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Suifdce rransportation Beard ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption lo abanoon its line between Vliiepost 622 5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada. Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo 
a.nd Madison Counlies, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing lhc proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of tlie affected area ' 

I 

GRYR IS providing this Report so thai you may review the information that will I 
form the basis for the STB's independent cn\ironmenlal analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe infonnatinn is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions ,ibout the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environm.cnial Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washinglon, DC 20^23 (lel (202) 245-02951 and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulr.linns impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, wiuh a copy to me, would be appreciated witiiin three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic prcservn:ioi'. impacts of die cortcTnji!.i;ed action. If llicre are any questions 
conccming lhe proposal, please contact -ic bv mail, c-mail or telephone 

rrilTR? Kalui 
cc. Victoria i. Kijison, I-.sq. ^'^ 



LAWOFHCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL) 

WASHINCTDN, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgc@>venzontnet 

August 31,2011 

Grenada County 
P. 0. Box 1208 
Grenada, MS 38902-1208 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption - In Grenada, Montgomery, Cairoll, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 15,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomeiy, Cairoll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map ofthe affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your vmtten comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Fri t^Kahn 

cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFFICES 
FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW (8™ F L ) 
WASillNtn-ON, DC 20C36 

Te- f202)?6i--.15? Fax- (202)331-6330 
e-rvj. xic;g:g>ven:ont n i l 

.August 31, 2011 

Montgomerj' County 
P.O. Box 71' 
Winona, .MS 38967-0071 

re: Sl B Docket No. AB-1087X. Grenada Railway LLC - Pelition for 
.Mi^ndonment Exemption - Tn Grenada, Montgomery, CanoU, Holmes 
Ya/OQ and Madison COUP'ics. MS 

Dear Sir/N-jadam: 

On or about September 15, 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ('"GRYR") expects to 
file vvith the S'jrface Transportation Bo:ird ('"STB") its pelition for abandonment 
exempiion lo :;bandun its line between Niilcposi 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81 3 miles m Grenada, Montgomer>', CanoU, Holmes, Yazoo 
and M.idison ruunlics, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing 'Jic proposed action and ar.y expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the effected area. 

GRYR is j-;rov!ding this Repor so :h.ii you may review the infbrmation that will 
form the basis for :hc STB's independent cnx ironinental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any oflhe inffirmaiion is misleading or iiiconcct, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please conlact the STB's Office of EnvironmcnLiI Analysis, 395 E Slreet, SW, 
Washinglon, DC 20423 (lel: (202) 245-0295) and refer lo the above docket number. 
Because ths applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
tliis action, you- written comments, with a copy lo mc, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comircnis will be considered by il-.c STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts of the cniiicmplaicd action If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please conun.; ir.e by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Smcerely yours, 

Friiz-ll Kahn 
cc. Victoria .1 Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFFICES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
1920 N STRECT, NW. (B™FL) 

WASHINCTQN, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 

e-mail: xiccgc@veflzont.net 

August 31,2011 

Cairoll County 
1 Pinson Square 
CarroUton, MS 38917 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption - In Grenada, Montgomery, CanoU, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison (bounties. MS 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 15,2011, (jrenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Cairoll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing 'Lhe proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the infonnation that will 
foim the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or inconect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missmg, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritz*. JCahn 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 

mailto:xiccgc@veflzont.net


LAW OFFICES 

FRnZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
!S20 (, STREET, NVv' (S'" FL.) 

WA3I-INGTCN, DC 20036 
Tel (202)263^.:52 Fax: (202)331-6330 

c-r-.si xiocgcO'^'enzont net 

August 31,2011 

Holmes Count) 
P. 0. Box 239 
Lexmgton. MS 39095-0239 

rc: S I'B Docket No. ,\B-1 OS^X. Grenada Railwiiy LLC ~ Petition for 
.Abandonment Exemption - In Grenada, Montgomery. Carroll. Holmes 
Yazoo and NLidison Counlies. MS 

Dear Sir/Madam-

On or about September 15. 2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file Vt'iih the Sur:"acc Transportation Board ("STB"') its petition for abandorunent 
exemption lo abandon its lme between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles m Grenada. Montgomery, Canoll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madi.son Counties. MS Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describmg the proposed action and any expected envu-omnental and historic effects, as 
well as a m.'ip of lhe .•'iTeiied area 

GRYR IS providing tliib Report so that you may review the information that will 
form the hasis for lhc STD's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any of tlie iniorina'.ion is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missinfi, or if you have any questions about die STB's environmental review process, 
please conLicl ihe S'l B's Office of Environmentai .Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (icl ; (.:021 245-0295) and refer lo Ihe above docket number. 
Because the applicable sialute'; and reguialiuns impose .sinngent deadlines for processing 
this action, your v\i:tlcn comments, wilh a copy to rne, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by die STB in evaluating the envirorunental and/or 
historic prcsen'Eiion impacts oflhe contemplated action If there are any questions 
concerning liic proposal, plc.ise contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours. 

Frilz;*:Kahn 
cc: Viciona J Rutson, Esq 



LAW0FHCE5 
FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 

1920 N STREET, NW. (8™ FL) 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

Tel.: (202)263-4152 Fax: (202)331-8330 
e-mail: xiccgc@verizonLnet 

August 31,2011 

Yazoo County 
P. O. Box 1106 
Yazoo City, MS 39194-0069 

re: STB Docket No. AB-1087X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petition for 
Abandonment Exemption — In Grenada, Montgomeiy, CanoU, Holmes 
Yazoo and Madison Counties. MS _^___ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 15,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") its petition for abandonment 
exemption to abandon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomeiy, CairoU, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, MS. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describmg the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affected area. 

GRYR is providing this Report so that you may review the information that wiU 
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any ofthe information is misleading or inconect, if you believe that pertinent infonnation 
is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please contact the STB's Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington, DC 20423 (tel.: (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written conunents, with a copy to me, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservation impacts ofthe contemplated action. If there are any questions 
conceming the proposal, please contact me by mail, e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fritzit. Kahn 
cc: Victoria J. Rutson, Esq. 



LAW OFRCES 

FRITZ R. KAHN, P.C. 
:520 N STREET, NW. (6'" P.) 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
To-: 1202)253-4152 Fax: (20:) 331-3330 

-;-ma I: xiocgoS-.-enzont.net 

August 31, 2011 

Madison Counu 
P. 0. Box 404 ' 
Canton, .MS 3<>046 

rc- STB Deckel No \B-] 0S7X, Grenada Railway LLC - Petilion for 
.AIia:i(;(inmenl U'-cmption - In Grenada. .Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes 
Y:-'yjo .md Madison Counties. MS 

Dear Sir/Madam 

On or about September 15,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") expects to 
file wilh the .S.iriacc Tran.cporiaiion Board ("STB"} its pelition for abandonment 
exemption to aoanJon its line between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, adiilanee of Kl 3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Canoll, Holmes, Yazoo 
and Madison Counties, .MS. lilnclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report 
describing tlic p-oroscd acrinn and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affected i-ea. 

GRYR :s providing this Report so that you may review the infonnation that will 
form the basis for the STB's independent cnviropjuental analysis of this proceeding. If 
any of iJic infomiation is miijlcadLng or inconect, if you believe that pertinent information 
is missing, oi ir you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, 
please conlact the S TB's Office of Environmental Anal) sis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washinglon. DC 20423 (-.el. (202) 245-0295) and refer to the above docket number. 
Because the ap^licablc statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action vour wiilcn comments, wiili a copy to mc, would be appreciated within three 
weeks. 

Your comir.'.-iiis will be considered by the STB in c\-a:uaiing lhc environmental and/or 
historic pi cscrvaiion impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions 
conceming I'lc propLPsal. please contact me by mail e-mail or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

FrilT^r Kahn 
cc: Victoria J Ruib'-m. Esq. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 
SURFACE 

TFANSPORTATION BOARD 
Docket No AB-1087AX 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 
PETrriON FOR 

ABANDONMENT 
EXEMPTION IN GRENADA. 
MONTGOMERY. C A R R O l i . 

Hi)LMES. YAZOO AND MADI
SON COUNTIES. MS 

PETITION FOR 
ABANDONMENT 

EXEMPTION 
Grenada Ra.iway LLC ('GRYR-) 
givas notices '.hat on or about Sep
tember 15. 2 0 M , It intends to tile 
wim the Surface Transporlalion 
Beard Washington. DC 201Z3 
("Board") a petition to' e w n c i i o n 
under 49 U S C IC502 trorr. inc 
prior approval requrements ol 49 
U'SC 10903 et seq . 1o abandon 
Its litt'e used railroad Imc be'witen 
MJepost 622 5 near Gienada and 
Milepost 703 a near Canton, a dis
tance ol 81 3 miles m Grenada 
Montagme.-y. Carrotl. Holmes Ya
zoo and Madison Counties, \*S 
The line traverses Uni*ed States 
Foslal Snrvire Zip Codes 3^960. 
36926. 38925. 38967. 3917G. 
S9192. 39063. 39079. 39146. and 
39179. wmch are Ihe Zip Codes 
lor the stations on the line. Tie 
Plant. Elliott DUCK Hill. Eskridge. 
Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 
Goodman. Pickens and Vaui,*-.an 
The proceeding before the Board 
has been docketed as No 
AB-IOBTX 

Based on information m GR>Rs 
possession, the line mcludt's r o 

fedcrdlly grantee rignts-of-way 
Any do=ume.-.tation .n GRYR's 
oossession w r be made dvaita^ie 
prorrptJy to trnse requesting it 
T i c intnresis ol 'ailroad employ
ees will se prr.'.ected by the condi
tions c l Oregon Short Line R Co 
-Abondmcnl-Goshen. 360 I C C 

91 (1979) 
Thn rioard's 0*'ice ol En^ironmcn-
la Analysis ("SEA") general.y will 
p'i'pare an En^'ronmenial Asscss-
rnpnt i"E^"). which wrti normally be 
available 60 days after the niing ol 
tne petition lor at)andonmcnt ev-
enipticri Comments on enviion-
rrciital and energy matters shoud 
b(> Med r o la'er than 30 days after 
the EA bpcome available "o the 
puolic and w I be addrcssnd m a 
Boai:^ decision Interpsted per
ilous rray obtain a copy or Ihp EA 
o. r.ake mquinos 'eganJing en«,i-
c i i i rcnia ' - matters by writing to 

5{- f i Su ' f a - c Transpor 'at ion 
LiDiirJ. Washington DC 204?3 or ' 
by calling SEA at (202} 245-0295 
Ap;iropnato oKers ol financial as-
•jist.incc to co.ntrnue rail service 
can be fJi-d w . n the Board Pe-
HLptis lor environmental condi
tions puhlic utiH cond.tioris. o ' rail 
t-anking,t(aiis use also ran bo 'iicd 
ihiin t'lc Boarc An original and to 
copies ol any r-lpading tnat raises 
nal 'ers otMot tnan en^ironinpnlal 
issurs (such as trails use. puh'ic 
u^<' and oifpis of financia' asi is-
t.incQ) musl tie li ied f-rectly w'fh 
the Board's Chict. Section of Ad-
ip i is ' iat ion Orfice ol Proceed-
inqa 395 E Slreet. SW. Washing 
ton DC 204 ?3 {See 49 C F R 
t1C4 l i a ] j i t J 1 i n 4 k 3 ; a t l . and 
o i»' co;iy n<LJsi be ser\-cd on appli
cant's repri 'spntative (See 49 
C P R 1104 :?(al l Questions IB -
gardirig cflers o l financial assis-
liince, pul>lic use, or tails use may 
uii di'pcted tc tha Beard s Office ol 
Public Assbi(irv:c. Governmental 
Aifnirs and Ccmpharco at (20?) 
P4'i-0£38 Copies ol any co.m-
Titir is or roqjests tor =onditions 
should oe sc ( \ cd on the appli
cant's r cp r rscn ta fvo Fnt7 R 
K,il!n hsq Triiz H Ka^n. P C , 
19?n N S'reP'. NW iSlh 11 J. Wab'h 
ng'D'i. DC 20136 

Pijhli ih 8 ' i a ' n 

GrenadaSta^ 

Proof of Publication 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
COCWTY OF GRENADA 

M o n , 

• •^•C'Xailu}n...(!)o.k{f.rJ. 

' ^ ' ^ " " * " " " ^ •<•'« on O.B, Mw h. b tt. 

• ̂ l-AJ^>&.d..^.e.f 

Vol ).$..7..No . 1 ^ .onIhe.i(^..dayol.'njtf^.. 20...I.1... 

" - onlhfl,.,, dayof. W 

.on Iha dayol 20 

jonUia dayof. 20 

.onlh« dayo(. 20 

.on Ihe dayol. 20 

onihe dayol. 20 

Vol 

Vol 

Vol 

.Ho 

-JNo.. 

-No.. 

Vol ... >Jo 

Vol .. .No 

Vol .Ho 

Suiorr. lo and >ubicrtbcd befan mc. this I. jL£ x j ^ . 

.tWrr^ •^.^oJ..L 

dayof 

e ^ 



OFFICIAL NOTICE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTA

TION BOARD 
Docket Ma AB-WTX . 

GRENADA RAIlMmr l i e 
• PETTnON FOR ABANDON

MENT EXEMPTION • 
INjSRENAD\MONTe-

MERY, CARROU, HOLMES, 
YAZOO AND tMDISON 

COUNnES,MS 
PETITION FOR ABANDON

MENT EXEMPTION 
Qranada Railway LLC 

fGRYR") g ^ s nolloes. that 
on or about Seplainber IS , 
2011. i l Intends to fla wilh ttie 
S u i t e e Ttansportalion Board, 
Wuhlngton, DC 20423 
CBOBRT) a peWonlM' e)aiii|>-
tion iindw^ 49 U.S.C, 10502 
f iomi the prior approval 
rcqulremenis o f 49 U.SC. 
10903, at seq., to abandon Hs 
little j used railroad line 
between Milepost 622.5 near 
Grerada and Milepost 703.8 
near Canton, a distance of 
81.3! miles in Grenada, 
Momgomeiy, CanoU, Halmes, 
Ytizoo and Madison Counties, 
MS jThe line Iraveraes United 
State* Postal Seivice Zip 
Codes 38960. 
38926,38925.38967.39176. 
39192.39063,39079,39146 
and ^179,'Whieb a s ttie-Zip 
Codes for H M -StaJiQnC^on'uie 
line,.<ine j t a r i r EltaltiL'DucIc 
Hi l l , ; .'.Eskridge,..-. Winona, 
VaidW), West, >",Ddixlnt, 
Goodman, . Piekena ' . «nd 
Vaughan. The piMeeding 
be lbn ttie'Boam libs'Ijaalh 
doctoled as No, AB-1D87X 

Biasad on inftanriation ih 
G R V { R ^ possession, ttve line 
includes no federally granled 
nghia-oPway. Any docuinenta-
lion In GRYR's possession wi l l ' 
be made available prDiTiptly..to. 
ttwse raque^Sng H. 

The Interests of rai lroad' 
employees will be protected 
by ttie conditions of Oiegon 
Short Line '^ R j I T ^ * . -
Abahddmnenl'Goshen.'*-,360 
1.0.6.91.(1979)., , . . . . ' . - ' - i 

. p i e ^ ' a rd ' s ^fRseT.-.of 
Envirenmental Analysis 
r s ^ * ) generally will.prapare 
an Envirenmental Assessment 
fEA**). which wiil nonnally be 
available 60 daya-aRer the fi l
ing df the petition lbr.afaandon-
•nent. exepiptgiv, Copvnpijs 
an ttiviHiiimecilsiLpnd,'eneidS! 
mdtjets s l n U l p f i l e d M ^ t e r , ^ 

i icand will j i e aOdrsssed^-'la 
Bodhi ' deds'iap»' InteiEsted 
peisons majreblaln.cCpDpy'Xif 
the j EA or.^make Ipquicies 
regarding environmental mal-
tenjby vnibnglo SEA, Su i^ca 
Transportalkwr, Board, 
Vftijhingtbn, OC 20423 oc ' t iy . 
calShg SEAat(2D2)245«!95. ^ 

Aptaropriale offers tf fii^ndal j 
a i s stirfice ' l o \ ' t i £ a n u e ' ^ i l . 
sen ice c t e l i ^ l S i r « i < « # i e . 

- - J S P I S ^ H S B also c i i ' i i ie" . 
~Rea-«S«i ttie^Boaid. An on'gi^' 
nal and.10 copN of any plead
ing. Jfuit raises" matters-oltier 
thao .environmental i aues 

, (such i s trails use, pijbligljse, 
'arid^blliBn-tif linancslf assist 
tanoe).inust'fae.filed djrselly 
mUh lite Boanfs Chief, Section 
o l ^iii^i.nistration. Office of 
Proceedings, 395 £ Street, 
SWl'^Afashingtpn. DC 20423 
ISee49 aF.R.41Q4:1 ~(e) and 
1104li3(aH, - ^ one pqpy 
mutt bp'saiy ia oh appUCanfa 
m e s S i & l ^ ' t ^ e e - 4 9 Ji:;.t=.ft. 
11tK^2(a)]^ .Questions 
^ n ^ w - a f l B r e of-.lincMci'al 

• a B a g i ^ ^ , ^ b l i c (ise'or Calls 
t B i ^ p ^ ' b e aireded to lhe 
B^tRfs ^ O ^ - t o f - 1>idific 
Ass^tance, ' Govemmental 
Ai6rrai.and.;Complian0B -at 
(202) 245023S. Copies of any 
comments or.iequests for con-
ditians.should.,be served on 
IheLa'pp'li^anrs representaliva: 
Elilz' R. Kahn. Esq., Fritz R. 
ICahn..P.C.. 1920 N Slreet^MW 
(Oth fl.) Washington. DC 
20036. , " . ' . iY,.. -

8-J8-Hte 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Personally came before me, the undersigned authority of law 

Clerk of THE WINONA TIMES, a weekly newspaperpublished 

in Winona, Mississippi, and that the publication of the notice, a 

copy of which is hereto attached, has been made in said 

paper 1 times, as follows, to wit: 

ersonally came Detore me, ine unoersigneu auiMuiuy ui ., 

1 and for said County and State, . / 7 ] t f . ^ ^ S ^ Q ^ M € . 

In Volume J _ l S _ , Nnmhfir 5 3 . d a t e d X M l l * / L 

In Volume. 

In Volume. 

_, Number. 

_, Number. 

, dated. 

, dated. 

In Volume Number. ., dated. 

In Volume . Number_ dated. 

In Volume. Number. _, dated. 

And affiant further says that the said WINONA TIMES is a 

newspaper as defined and prescribed in Senate Bill No. 203 

enacted at the regular session of the Mississippi Legislature o 

1948, amending Section 1858, of the Mississippi Code of 

1942. 

Clerk JjQW>U> i ^ H 

Date lifz'il 

Notary Public. J^ULJLALCU^ t - h A ^ 

Printer's Fee: $ . 

Filed 
(Date) 

Filed. 

K0T<!7'«>!jeUC 
ICif U t K i I 

(Clerk) 

'» Auau' l <7.201I / 



PROOF OF PUBLICATION 0^„J^|.QTir£ 
The State of M iss i ss ipH°^pa 

County of YAZOO ZZ'^r.^i^^l 
Soacd 38r,s,.„ , „ ^ „ „ - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ray obnin i ccn ofjiif « g l i i f j t 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned Notary Pii^^^^SSiwiSfsS^BS^e County 
and State aforesaid JASON PATTERSON, w l io being by me »«3'=^yB*4lM'S!«Aj* state on 
oath, that he is PUBLISHER of the YAZOO HERALD, a new , , ^ *s ;pS5S?3^ -1 in the 
City of Yazoo City, State and County aforesaid, and thattht^rt l^h' t t^S?^!^;! '^^^ notice, 
a coDv of which is hereto attached, has been made in said =™'S'w°riJ'tSS-^^^^ as 

aso a n He Iko w n ne BU;I|.-/I,T 

City 
a copy 
fol lows 

Vol. No. I H O 
N u m b e r T B T " 
Dated 0 9 ^ / / ^ 

Vol. No. 
Number 
Dated 

,20 J l 

,20 

Vol. No._ 
Number. 
Dated ,20 

Vol. No._ 
Number. 
Dated 20 

i - - - .••BHDatiT^llUl - • ' -
•wwcE TiwcsraiTini!a.tamD 

. • . . s BflEKADAmilMAVliC-•-. 
, -eSIIIOII FOR ABAHMMiCfcT R . 

- - - , ..EMfDOH-s 
K(i?ENiS!^ M(imG«E,i». c*n. 

ROLL. HOCMIS. W C C A K C MAni-
sgsicDuiciFsws 

- "PEraOWfOn APAkOOKMECT ex. 
• ; ' - ^ ' FMiMor,, 

,-;= JJE"".m.n»»!>- LC I-GIVR"! 
j t e j ^ c e s n-a on braaoLtsiplm. 

onji-i i i rd lOo ip iBc la^n t idmi ' 
ma! raists i r j inr j oDiir |i-jir«(iKrei)-
ranlil K s j u isucKas Balls W A b ' 
lie list, anc' of l in "ot ( iF^cb l 
ussbnce) m s l bt R n ) « , « « , ,^111. 
I x t o u t s Che!: S ^ o n o U d m ^ . - ' 
tialiwi, Offin'orPfi iwilniK i u c 

. Stncl. ;WL'MHjli,olon.-ac'2IM» 

[See49fFR11l(M12(an.eiastm -, 

a BM B(anl> OfflR of nibik A n i l . 
lna .GovtmnnWAIkhta i idCin i : ' 

K m KiouM la i m c d on-njamli-
a n f n m M i M m Frib H- iSiiC' 
Esq.F« iR iMm.Pc. . i9so i ian i i 
IWVnt l .> l«0ai .K2lSr 

ia>.n[h«ei!«.2g,i,' 

J l r a i j l l C B n-al on braaottSiplm-

Affiant further staie^ that said newspaper Y t " ^1X^Z t ' ^ ° ' «2 . 'd for at least twelve months 
next prior m h t J ] ^ publication of said nc '^Z^^^^.I^.'^'P^r'TT, 

(Signec 

, , . ^ . * * - J _ _ . .'"nslon.n-2C*?3i,Crie.j"Jaaeliriun 

t pub l ica t ion o f saia nc ft,i:xqii^miigii8ro,isc 10502 
— . tjnm iin,\»M approval '̂fuju-c-L-n's 

• 5(jl»IIS!:.I0S03 f Wl j:alu-o,!n 
,IS lillfe-iiMCl raHiHi'l f w bcltwn. 

. - USlccia C? b nraullii lacs and M.ie. 

*Dason Patterson, Publisher -|;';Sf:̂ arr-J.̂ !rrc,? 
CSTDll l-olniis Va.3c a'̂ dUdOisDi 

.Cojnncs.MS Pn •nsn.eiscrLiinn;-
' So'a!(^im.SeMa?ipCc.t.5 3Eiia). 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this_ l̂ %,''3^s!̂ !̂ii";̂ '̂ ^^s^ 

b i u on'lie IinL-rv l"an; tlliolt •h-.Y 
Hll'lsKniJoV.Wi"j'''.a 'AUen, Wm, 

'Durant,'.GoqdiRaii-Pickens' and 
Vaughan. The pracrediiio be'bre u-e 

• B^id has Imn.duiketed al Iin AB-
lOUX ••. --"^: ' P--- M-V 

Based, oa Info n!a|.:a a, SRYil> 
.- piKsess«f?'ii«liiieinci.i'eiflolii:ir-

V r granlrd ilgMi-iif-iKy Aw dKiK 
' mi6liOii1iGHVlltiji.Bi.jiin, WW 

to made aniilile pn!,-|.:ly b last 
•• .«I«»l l i^S -V - -.'" 

TIM (i lmBb ol i-.ilrc:!l uivklyeos 
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- H . T S f l . — 

PERSONALLY appeared before me, the undersigned notary 
public in and for Madison County, Mississippi, 

ANN MIDDEKE 

an authorized clerk ofthe MADISON COUNTY HERALD, a 
newspaper as defined and prescribed in Sections 13-3-31 
and 13-3-32, of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 
who, being duly sworn, states that the notice, a true copy of 
which is hereto attached, appeared in the issues of said 
newspaper as follows: 

8/18/2011 

Size 532 words / 1 00 col. x U1 .00 lines 
Published. 1 time(s) 
Total $72 34 

Signed t A t ^ - ' ^ >^.e-e.geie^.^Q^ 
Authorized Clerk of 
The Madison County Herald 

SWORN to and subscribed before me on 8/18/2011. 

/ _ . j . / , ' 

Notary Public T " 
RICK TYLER 

Notary Public State of Mississippi at Large. Bonded thru 
Notary Public Undenwriters 

(SEAL) 

\ \ Jwi l» , IOI l / i 

wcoo^y 
QuaoAm^'iMiitfriB alhra 

« • d ndDd V ttiB %tmta% 
OHca of PubBa Aiabanca, 

Joiis n&iBjbVai 

P ^ , < l S l V SbMt. NW 

l l1^2P1l| ' 
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Draft Federal Register Notice 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB-1087X 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 
- PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION — 

IN GRENADA, MONTGOMERY, CARROLL, HOLMES, 
YAZOO AND MADISON COL'NTIES, MS 

PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 

On September 20,2011, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR") filed with the Boaid a 

petition for exemption under 49 U.S.C. §10502 from the provisions of 49 U.S.C. §10903 

for authorization to abandon its line of railroad extending between Milepost 622.S near 

Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near Canton, MS, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, 

Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo and Madison Counties, Mississippi. 

The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 38960,38926, 38925,38967, 

39176, 39192, 39063.39079,39146 and 39179, which are the Zip Codes forthe stations 

on the line. Tie Plant, Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona, Vaiden, West, Durant, 

Goodman, Pickens and Vaughan. 

GRYR believes that the line contains no federally granted rights-of-way. Any 

documentation in GRYR's possession will be made available promptly to those 

requesting it. 

The interests of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions of Oregon 

Short Line R. Co.—Abandonment—Goshen. 360 LC.C. 91 (1979). 



Bv issuance of thii n')tiLC, lhe Board i.s inslitu;i'ig an exemption proceeding 

pursuant to 49 U.S C § 105a2fb) A fina! decision will be issued bv December 19, 2011. 

Any olfer offinanci.il assistance (OFA) under 49 C.F R. § 1252.27(b)(2) will be 

due no later than 10 days alicr sen. ice ofa decision granting the petition for exemptin. 

Each OFA must be accomp:iiiied by $1,000 filing fee See 49 C.F.R. §1002.2(0(25). 

.-Ml interested persoll.^ should be aware thau following .ibandonment of rail service 

and salvage of hs line, thi.- line may be suitable for other public use. including interim 

trail use. \n>' "-equesl fbr a pubhc u.se condition under -19 C F R. §1152 28 or for trail 

use/rail b.irking under 49 C F.K ^ 1152 29 wiM be due no ;<itcr than October 10, 2011. 

Each trail request muht be ai'coinpanicd by a .S250 filing fee ^ce 49 C F R 

§1002 2(f-|( 271 

All tilings m rcspon^e to this notice must refer to Docket N'o .AB-1087X, and 

must be sent to (1) Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street. SW, Washington, DC 

20423-OOni; dnd (2) Frii/ R Kahn. 1-ritz R Kahn, P C . 1920 N Street, NW (8th n.). 

Washinglon. DC 20036 Renlies to the petition are due on or before October 10. 2011. 

Persons seeking further information concemiiig .ibandonment procedures may 

contact the Hoard's Office oi" Public .Assistance, Governmental .Affairs and Compliance at 

(202) 245-0238 or refer to the full abandonment or discontinuance regulations at 49 

C ]-".R part 1152. Questums concerning cnviroruncntjl issues may be directed to the 

Board's Ofllce of Rnvirnnmentril .Analysis (OIA) at (202) 245-0305 Assistance for the 

hearing inpaircd is avaiLbk' through the Federal Inlbrmatmn Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-

X00-877-!;.̂ .'?9 

http://offinanci.il


An environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if 

necessary) prepared by OEA will be served upon all parties of record and upon any 

agencies or other persons who commented during its preparation. Other interested 

persons may contact OEA to obtain a copy ofthe EA (or EIS). EAs in these 

abandonment proceedings normally will be made available within 60 days ofthe filing of 

the petition. The deadline for submission of comments on the EA generally will be 

within 30 days ofits service. 

Board decisions and notices are available on our Web site at 

•'WmVSTBD0T.GOV." 

Decided: 

By the Board, Rachel D. Campbell, Director, Office of Proceedings 

Jeffrey Herzig 

Clearance Clerk 

http://�'WmVSTBD0T.GOV
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SURl-ACE TR.ANSPORT.ATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-108 ~X 

GRENADA R.-\ILWAY LLC 
- PETIT ION FOR ABANDON.MEN I EXEMPTION -

IN GRENAHA, MONIG.MERY. CARROLL, HOLMES, 
YAZOO AND MADISON COUNTIES, MS 

ENVIRC>N'MiZNTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR"1. pursuant to -9 C F.R §1152.50. submits this 

Environmentjl and Historic Report in support of it Petition for Abandonment Exemption. 

I Proposed action and alternatives. The line which GRYR proposes to abandon 

extends betvveen Milepost (>215 near Grenada, MS, anit Milepost 703 8 near Canton, 

MS. a di.stance of 81.3 miles :n Grenada, Montgomery. Carroll, Homes, Yazoo and 

Vfadison Counties. Mississippi (' Rail ! ine''). The Rail Line traverses U S. Postal Service 

Zip Code.s 38960. 38926, .18'>25, 38967, 39176, 39192. 39063, 39079, 39146 and 39179, 

which are the Zip Codes for nc .̂ tati(̂ ns on the Rail Line, namely: 1 ie Plant, Elliott, Duck 

Hill, Eskndge, Winona, Vaiden. West, Durant, Goodman. Pickens and Vaughan. 

The Rail Line was .'.ciiuired as a rail carrier by GRYR from its former owner and 

operator, Illinois Central Rai road Companv ("IC"), pursuant to the Verified Notice of 

Exemption in STB Finance Docket No 35247, Grenad.i Railway LLC-Acquisition and 

Operation E'iemption—Illinois Central Railroad Comt)".nv and Waierioo Railwav 

Companv. served May 29. 2r-i)9. .'4 Fed Reg. 25799, Vfay 29, 2009. 



The S! 3-mile Rail I ' ie cl'railroad has generated insufficient traffic to permit its 

continued operation In all ni 'he year 2010 there were only six shippers on the line: 

Georgia Pacific. Hankins Lumber Sales and Thomas Wood Preserving at Elliott; Dunham 

Inc dt Winona, and Burrows Paper and Tri-County Cooperative at Pickens, and together 

the) accounted Ibr a total ol 289 carloads of irbound or outbound freight. That equates 

to approximately 3.5 cars per mik per year During the first six months of 2011 Georgia 

Pacific and Dunham Inc tendered or received no cars as they closed their operations on 

the line. Winona Hardwood al Winona became a shipper for the first time in 2011, for a 

total of five shippers on the Kail Line Together they have accounted for a total of 92 

carloads of inbound or outboi'nd Ireight during the finst six months of 2011. Annualized 

that comes to a little more ih.m 2 cars per mile per year No railroad can continue to 

operate with such little traiTiL Certainly, the GRYR cannot. 

GRYR sustained an avoidable loss of .t 100,927 in operating the Rail Line in 2010 

and S96.674 the first six m(!iiths of 2011 fhe opportunity cost, that is the economic loss 

experienced by GRYR from lorcgoing a more profitable alternative use ofthe assets of 

the Rail Line, is $2,198,610 

Coupled with the losses Irom the operation ofthe 81 3-milc railroad line is the 

need for replacing a 112-tbot onj.; bridge. The bridge al Milepost 656.4 was constructed 

in 1914 and literally is faliiiiL' apart Four photographs ofthe bridge are attached as 

Exhibit 1. The "oridge was embargoed by the GRYR on .luly 28. 2011, and an 

independent consulting firm 1 andrcih Lngineering of/Xlbuqucrque. NM, estimates that 

the cost of replacing the bridge lo be $''84,000 00 ,A copy ofthe Landrelh Engineering 

report is attached as Exhibit'.' That is money that the GRYR sirnplv does not have, and 



the sparse traffic on the Rail Line sought to be abandoned would not justify the 

expenditure of that kind of money even if GRYR had it. 

IC retained overhead trackage rights on the railroad line which it sold to GR'YR, 

and shortly following GRYR's filing ofits petition, IC will be filing a two-year out-of-

service notice of discontinuance the retained trackage nghts. 

The Rail Line proposed for abandonment includes 130 bridges, trestles and 

culverts which are 50 years old or older, most of them being ordinary concrete or timber 

pile open deck bridges or trestles, and none will be removed or otherwise disturbed, so 

that the right-of-way ofthe line to be abandoned might serve a public purpose or be used 

for a recreational trail. 

Based on information in GRYR's possession, the Rail Line proposed to be 

abandoned docs not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the 

railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

2. Transportation systems. As already noted, GRYR is losing money in 

operating the Rail Line proposed to be abandoned, and there is no likelihood that its 

operations will become profitable within the foreseeable future. By letters dated July 21 

and August 9,2011, copies of which were sent to the Board's Office of Environmental 

Analysis ("OEA"), GRYR's representative advised the Mississippi Clearinghouse Ofiicer 

ofthe proposed abandonment oflhe Grenada-to-Canton line, and attached as Exhibits is 

a copy ofthe c-mail, dated August 16, 2011, from Ms. Evona Loving ofthe Department 

of Finance and Administration advising that the functions ofthe Clearinghouse have been 

ended. 



3. Laiid u.se. By let'.ci dated July 21 and Augu.st 9, 2011, copies of which were 

sent to 0E,\ , GRYR's representative advised the USD.\ Natural Resources Conservation 

Service in .Mississippi of tl:c proposed abandonment ol '.he Grenada-to-Canton line, and 

to date no reply has been received 

4. l-'ncrgy. .N'o matciial inereasc in energy consumption will result from the 

proposed abandonment, since the •shippers on the Raii Line have made such little use of 

railroad transportation and rely primarily on truck transportation, utilizing 1-55 and U.S. 

Highway 51 which paralk'l ai u are s.tuated near the Grenada-to-Canton line proposed to 

be abandoned By letters dawd .'u'y 21 ar.d August 9, 2011. copies of which were sent to 

OE.A. GRYR's representative jidvised the U S Environ'iienta! Protection Agency and 

.Mississippi Department of liiivironmental Quality ofthe proposed abandonment. 

.Attached as I-^hibit 4 is a copy ol the e-.mail, daled August 15. 2011, stating that EPA has 

no specific comments on the proposed abandonment To date no reply has been received 

fi-om the Missi.ssippi agency 

5. Air. No material cini.ssior.s or pollutants will despoil the air as a result ofthe 

proposed abandonment ofthe Rail Line The threshold levels of 49 C F R . 

§1105.7te)(5)(i)-(iii) w'ill no; he cveeeded By letters dated July 21 and .August 9. 2011. 

with copies to OE.A, GRYR'^ representative advised the U S Environmentai Protection 

Agency and Mississippi Dcp;!'tnient of Environmentai Quality ofthe proposed 

abandonment ,i'. the Grcnada-'o-('L.rAin line, .\ltached as Exhibit 4 is a copy ofthe e-

mail, daled .August 15, 20i 1, .s'.at:ng that iii'.\ has no spe-jific comments on the proposed 

abandonment To date no iepl> has been received from llic .Mi.ssi.ssippi agency. 

file:///ltached


6. Noise. No material increase in the level of noise will result from the proposed 

abandonment ofthe Rail Line. The threshold levels of 49 C.F.R. §1105.7(e)(6)(i) & (ii) 

will not be exceeded. By letters dated July 21 and August 9,2011, with copies to OEA. 

GRYR's representative advised the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the 

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe 

Grenada-to-Canton line. Attached as Exhibit 4 is a copy ofthe e-mail, dated August 15, 

2011, stating that EPA has no specific comments on the proposed abandonment. To date 

no reply has been received from the Mississippi agency. 

7. Safety. There will be no material additional highway traffic, especially on 

parallel I-5S and U.S. Highway 51, as a resuh ofthe proposed abandorunent ofthe Rail 

Line and, hence, no greater risk to public safety. By letters dated July 21 and August 9, 

2011, with copies to OEA, GRYR's representative advised the Mississippi Clearinghouse 

Officer ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe Grenada-to-Canton line. Attached as Exhibit 

3 is a copy ofthe e-mail, dated August 16,2011, from Ms. Evona Loving ofthe 

Department of Finance and Administration, advising that the functions ofthe 

Clearinghouse had been terminated. 

GRYR is unaware of any hazardous waste sites or sites on which there were 

hazardous spills on the right-ol-way ofthe Rail Line proposed for abandonment. 

8. Biological resources. The proposed abandonment ofthe Rail Line will not 

affect endangered or threatened animal or plant species or areas designated as critical 

habitats, as far as GRYR is aware By letters dated July 21 and August 9, 2011, with 

copies to OEA, GRYRs representative notified the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, the Mississippi Department of Envirorunental (Quality Protection Agency and 



the U S Fish and Wildlife Se'-. lee of i:ic proposed abandonment ofthe Grenada-to-

Canton line Nt'-dcheii as Kxhibit 4 is a eopy oflhe e-msiil. dated August 15, 2011, stating 

that EPA has no specific coiri'nenis on the propo.sed abandonment To dale no reply has 

been received the Missis.sippi a,::e-iey c;r train the U S Fi'.h and Wildlife Service. 

9. W.atQL The proposed a'Mndorjnenl ofthe Rail Line will not alTcct Federal or 

Mississippi local water quality standards of which GRYR is aware. By letters dated July 

21 and AIICUM 9. 2011, with copies to OE.A, GRYR's .'cp.'-esenldtive notified the U.S. 

.Anny Conis of Engineers .im: the Mississippi Department of .Marine Resources ofthe 

proposed abandonment of iTe Grenada-to-Canton line, -\tlached as Exhibit 5 is a copy of 

the letter, dated July 28, 201;, fro.m M.s Willa J. Brantley, Bureau Direcior, Wetlands 

Pennitting ofthe Mississippi Dep.clment of Marine Resources, stating that the 

abandonment vvould have no direct or indirect impact on coa.staI wetlands. .Attached as 

Exhibit 6 is a copy ofthe letter, dated Au îusl 30, 2011, from Mr. David Lofton, Chief, 

Permit Section, Regulatorv' M.-nnch of tlic Vieksburg District ofthe U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, advising IhiU no peimils ;ire required for the proposed abandonment ofthe 

Rail Line. 

GR^'K is unaware of .'ny designated wetlands or 100-year fiood plains through 

which the railroad line propo'-eu for a':i.indonmcnt pas.sos 

10 Proposed mitiiiation Since the proposed abandonment ofthe Rail Line will 

result in no material advcr.sc rnvironiTK-ilal impacts, GKYR perceives of no need for 

mitigating measures Never'.hjles^. in iicxordanee vMlh ihe Board's regulations, by letters 

daled July 21 .-nnd .-\ugust 9, 2o 11. w iili copies to OEA, GRYR's representative advised 

the Mississippi Clearinghou.se Oificer. ihe Nationai Park Service and the National 

file://-/tlached
http://advcr.sc
file://-/ugust
http://Clearinghou.se


Geodetic Survey ofthe proposed abandonment ofthe Grenada-to-Canton line. Attached 

as Exhibit 3 is a copy ofthe e-mail, dated August 16,2011, from Ms. Evona Loving of 

the Department of Finance and Administration, advising that the Clearinghouse function 

had been terminated. To date no replies have been received from the National Park 

Service or the National Geodetic Survey. 

HISTORIC REPORT 

1. There are two maps ofthe segment ofthe GRYR proposed for abandonment. 

A single map, marked Exhibit .\, indicating Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 

703.8 near Canton, the termini ofthe Rail Line sought to be abandoned. An 18-page 

track map, marked Exhibit B, showing the location by milepost number, dimension, style 

and date of construction of every bridge, trestle and culvert 50 years or older on the Rail 

Line, the county boundary lines, the communities traversed and the contour ofthe Rail 

Line. 

2. The right-of-way of the Rail Line proposed to be abandoned is 100 feet in 

width. The Rail Line runs through rural central Mississippi, the largest community on the 

Rail Line being Winona with a population of 4,435. The 81.3-mile Rail Line is generally 

flat, its elevation ranging between 184 feet and 395 feet. 

3. There are no fewer than 260 photographs ofthe 130 bridges, trestles and 

culverts 50 years or older on the Rail Line and their immediate surrounding areas. A set 

of color photographs has been sent to the Mississippi State Historic Preservation Officer, 

and another set of color photographs has been delivered to the Director ofthe Office of 

Environmental Analysis. Black and white copies ofthe more than 260 photographs will 

be provided upon request. 



4. Mtaehed as rx'iibii C' :i ;; list ofthe 130 bridges, trestles and culverts 50 years 

or older on the Rail Line, their uv^ation oy milepost number, dimension, style and dates 

of construe; ion and major alle.Mli.'n.?. if known 

5. Tfic segment of'ne Kml 1 mc south of Grenada lo Aberdeen Junction was 

constructed by the ,V'i.s.s..s.'.ippi Cenfal Kailro.'td between 1852 and 1860. and the segment 

between Aberdeen Junciop ar.d north of Canton was constraclcd by the Canton, 

Kosciusko. Aberdeen and I usc.ininia R.iilroad between 1852 and 1855 Both railroads 

were reorganr/ed in 1874 into the New Orleans, St Louis and Chicago Railroad, 

controlled oy the Illinois Central Kailroad Company 1 he railroads again were 

reorganized n 1877 inio the Chic.igo. St Louis and New Orieans Railroad, which was 

lea.sed to the Illinois Central K.iiiroad c;ompany for a period of 400 years. GRYR 

acquired lhe railroad line hetv.tx'ii Milepost 404 0 south of Memphis. TN, and Milepost 

703.8 north of Canton. .MS. p',.rsjiin: to the verified notice of exemption in STB Finance 

Docket No 15247, Gre-i:idaR;!ilwav. I l..C-Acuuisition and Operation Fxemplion-

lllinois Central Railroad Comp.mv ::nd Waterloo Railwav Companv. served May 29, 

2009, 75 Fe-.i Reg. 25799, Mnv 29, 2009 '1 he 130 bridges, trestles and culverts 50 years 

old or older will remain in place if the Bo.ird were to authorize the Rail Line's 

abandonment GRYR has nol pl.'.ns to demolish or remove anv of those structures 

following the Rail Line's abandonment 

6. GR'i'R did not receive (rom IC vvhen it purchased the Memphis-to-Canton 

railroad line any engineerirg dr.iwinyb or olher documents useful in documenting the 

historv' oflhe 130 bridges, ires-Ici and culverts 50 years old or older situated on the Rail 

Line, and none is in its po.sses.sion 



7. The 130 bridges, trestles and culverts 50 years old or older are ordinary, 

rudimentary railroad structures, and there is nothing distinguished about them which 

would warrant their listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The Memphis-to-

Canton railroad line has been in operation for approximately a century and a half, and, 

therefore, it is unlikely that there are any archeological resources or any other previously 

unknovvn historic properties in lhe immediate area adjacent to the Rail Line proposed to 

be abandoned.. 

8. There is no evidence of ground disturbances or fill which might affect the 

archeological recovery of resources along the Rail Line and the surrounding terrain, and 

GRYR has no knowledge of such changes in the subject area's environmental conditions. 

9. By letter dated August 9, 2011, the draft Historic Report and the set of 260 

color photographs ofthe bridges, trestles and culverts 50 years or older were sent via 

FedEx to the State Historic Preservation Officer. Attached as Exhibit D is a copy ofthe 

letter, dated August 29, 2011, from Mr. Greg Williamson, Review and Compliance 

Officer for Mr. H. T Holmes, Slate Historic Preservation Officer, stating, "Based on the 

information provided, we concur that no bridge, trestle, culvert or abutment is eligible for 

listing in the National Register of Historic Places." He added, "[W]e do not consider 

abandoning the line lo be an adverse effect to either archaeological or architectural 

resources." 



Dated- September 2i) 2011 

Rcspcc;fi)l!y submilud. 

GRENADA R.AILWAY LLC 

13 V ts attornev. 

Friv lOCahn 
FrjvrlCKahn, P C. 
19:0 N Street, NW (8th fl) 
Washinglon, DC 200.^6 

Tel.. (202)263-4152 

10 
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Page lof l 

re'riin L ^ 

Subject MS State Clearinghouse Closure Memo's 
From: Evona Loving <lovinge@dfa.statc.ms.us> 
Sent: Aug 16,2011 05:58:12 PM 
To: xiccgc@vcrizon.net 

This is in response to your letter received today concerning Grenada Railway LLC. Please see attached. 
If you have any further questions plea.se contact me. 

Thanks. 

Evona Loving 
Administrative Assistanl 
Office of Budget and Fund Management 
Department of Finance and Administration 
(601)359-3927 
Fax (601)359-6758 

http://netmail verizon net/webmail/driver'?nimlet=deggetemail&fn=INBOX&page=l&deg... 8/17/2011 

mailto:lovinge@dfa.statc.ms.us
mailto:xiccgc@vcrizon.net
http://plea.se
http://netmail


ST..\TE OF .MISSISSIPPI 
K Al .= If ? ARBOUR. GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND .ADMINISTRATION 
KEVIN; L'PCH'JRCH 

FX'EC'JT'VE DIRECTOR 

.M h- M O R A N D U M 

TO: .ApplicanU"-' '"or Federal I'unJs 

FROM: Office of Budget and F-..n.J Maiiagcmcnt 

DATE: Jai: i?.r.'IS, 2010 

RE: lnie;t;:)verrimental Review - State of Mississippi 

Picasc be adv ibsii !n.ii effectivs J:inusr> 1 ,̂ 2010, the Slate of .Mississippi's .'ntergovenunental 
Review fu.nclion pc't'onncd by fre Cleaiinchouse ended Applicants for federal funds should 
submit iheir Standard Form 424 directly tr. the appropriate federal funding source Indicate on 
the Standard l-orm 424 that either the program has nol been selected by lhe state for review 
under the Executivt; ('rdor 12373 price-';, or th.ii the program is not covered by ;.̂ xeculive Order 
12372 You may consult the Catalog of Fedeial Domestic .Assistance website al 
http /.'w^v^v.cl"lla gov to asccrttun coverage under Executive Order 1237? 

If you have qucs'ioiis, or need additiora' information, plsase contact Evona Loving at 601,'359-
3927 

OPF.CI: O:-- bL 15GET AND FLND MAN.\Gl-,v:n.S-r 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
HALEt BARBOUR. GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
KEVIN J UPCHURCH 

EXECU-nVE DIRECTOR 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Regional Clearinghouse Offices 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 
Mississippi Department of Health 
Mississippi Departmeni of Marine Resources 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
Other Interested Parties 

FROM: JaneiRiddell J ^ 

Cl eari nghouse KJ ffi cer 

DATE: January 8, 2010 

RE: Intergovenunental Review - State of Mississippi 

Please be advised that effective February 1, 2010,1 will be retiring from service with the State of 
Mississippi. In conjunction with budget cuts, the Mississippi Department of Finance and 
Administration will be discontinuing the Intergovernmental Review function performed by the 
State Clearinghouse effective January IS, 2010. Applications received by the Clearinghouse 
prior to January IS"* will receive normal processing. Final clearances will be sent out v\rithin 
approximately 30 days of receipt ofthe application, provided all required information has been 
received. If you have questions or need additional information before February 1,2010, please 
contact me at (601) 359-6762. After that date you may contact Evona Loving at (601) 359-3927. 

It has been a pleasure working with all of you. Best wishes for the coming year' 

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND FUND MANAGE.MENT 
POST OFFICE BOX 267 • JACKSON, MlSSlSSn>PI 39205 • TEL (601) 359-3927 • FAX (601) 359-6758 



EXHIBIT 4 



Page 1 of 1 

Subject Abandonment of Granada Railway 
From: <MueIlcr.Heinz@epamail.epa.gov> 

Sent: Aug 15, 2011 10:58:26 AM 
To: xiccgc(gverizon.net 
CC: Santamaria.Rafael@epamail.epa.gov 

Dear Sir: Regarding your recent submittal, we have no specific 
comments on your proposal, other than to recommend that the proposed 
action comply with all pertinent local, state and federal requirements. 
Thanks for your communication. HM 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/driver''nimlet=deggetemail&fn=INBOX&page=l&deg... 8/15/2011 

mailto:MueIlcr.Heinz@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:Santamaria.Rafael@epamail.epa.gov
http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/driver''nimlet=deggetemail&fn=INBOX&page=l&deg
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MISSISSIPPI 

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 

July 28, 2011 

Fritz R. Kahn, P C 
Law Offices 
1920 N Street, NW. (S'" FL.) 
Washington, DC 20036 

RE: DMR-120030 

Dear Mr. Kahn. 

The Department of Marine Resources in cooperation with other state agencies is 
responsible under the Mississippi Coastal Program (MCP) for managing the coastal 
resources of Mississippi. Proposed activities in the coastal area are reviewed to insure 
that the activities are in compliance with the MCP. 

The Department has received a request to review a proposed Petition for Exemption by 
Grenada Railway LLC to abandon 81.3 miles of railroad track located in Grenada, 
Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes and Madison Counties, Mississippi, running from 
Milepost 622 5 to Milepost 703 8. Based on the proposal as submitted, it appears that 
there will be no direct or indirect impacts to coastal wetlands, therefore the Department 
has no objections to the proposed abandonment. Thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on your project. 

For more information or questions concerning this correspondence, contact Rebekah 
Ray with the Bureau of 'vVetlands Permitting at 228-523-4104 or 
rebekah.ray@dmr.ms.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Willa J. Brantle^ 
Bureau Director, \/\j^lands Permitting 

WJB/rrr 

1141 Bayview Avenue, Suite 1C1 • B'loM, MS 39530-1223) 374-5C0I) 

mailto:rebekah.ray@dmr.ms.gov
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
VICKSBURG DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

4155 CLAY STREET 
VICKSBURG. MISSISSIPPI 39183-3435 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTiONOF August: 30, 2011 

Operations Division 

SUBJECT: Proposed Abandonment of 81.'J Miles of Grenada Railway's 
Railroad in Mississippi 

Hr. MiL-hael J. Van Wagenen 
Executive Vice President 
and General Counsel 

Grenada Railway LLC 
Post Otfice Box 26421 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84126 

Dear Mr. Van Wagenen: 

This letter is m response to an inquiry from the Law Offices 
of Fritz R. Kahn concerning proposed plans for the abandonment of 
81.3 miles of railroad in Grenada, Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, 
Yazoo, and Madison Counties, Mississippi. The location of the 
activity IS depicted on Lhe enclosed rap (enclosure 1). 

Ba.sed upon the information provided and the information 
available to this office, it appears that a Department of the 
Army permit, pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
of 1899 and Section 404 cf t.oe Clean Water Act will not be 
required for the proposed activities. In the event that project 
plan.s are changed, or if you anticipate any additional 
construction, please contact this office for a reevaluation of 
permit requirements and refer to identification no. MVK-2011-777 
when submitting the information. 

This determination of Department of Army regulatory 
require.'nents was based jpon a preliminary .nurisdict lonal 
determination that there are no jurisdictional areas being 
impacted by the proposed work on the property subject to 
regulation pursuant to .'iect i on 10 of the Rjvers and Harbors Act 
of 1899 and/or to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. An appeals 
form for this preliminary jurisdictional determination has been 
enclosed for your review (enclosure 2). 

Thjs determination of fJepaitment o". the Arny regulatory 
requirement.s doe.s noc convey any property rights, either in real 
estate or material or any exclusive privileges, ana does not 
authoiize any injury to property or invasion of rights or local 
laws or regulations, or obvjate the requirement to obtain 5jtate 
or local assent required by law for the activity discussed herein. 



Th© Vicjcsburg District Regulatory Branch is committed to 
providing quality and timely service to our customers. In an 
effort to :improve customer service, please take a moment to 
complete the Customer Service Survey found on our web site at 
http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html. If it is more 
convenient for you, please complete and return the enclosed 
postage-paid postcard (enclosure 3) . 

Tf ws rrsy be cf any rurrher a s s - ^ s z - ^ n z a 
plfeasc- cc'LiCt •'s. .̂ r-ie-̂  r.^rV'T o 
:6Ci; f-.'i-:..'?L', fax - . i : ] , 6::-'T-ri 
recui-j'.oryi' iLf a . .sr-i'V . 'n. ". . 

115 maici^r, 
1 ::his ctf i c e , lelui-hone 
?, CL t-n--Tii a,:di<?ss: 

I cin ro:̂ .=iL-:Ji.".g 3 c.-py o: L-.? ier-.e:- to M: . Frit,; ?,. Kahn, 
Law Ofrice.s o: ir'.'it: R. < i h n , 1920 Non.h S-reeL, Northwp-,t, s"" 
Flomi, Wasni'qf'-.- D.C. ,jC'uie. 

; r e 1V, 

D;JVIO I.O:toil* 

C'-.i^f, ='r.-riit S p c - i c n 
•-Jeqjlctory Branch 

http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html
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EXHIBIT C 

STRUCTLRJ-.S KNOWK' TO BE 
50 YE/\RS OLD OR OLDFR 

Type of 
Su-ucUire 

Bridge 
Bridge 
Culvert 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Trestle 
Bndge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Culvert 
Bridge 
Bndge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridpc 
Bridge 
B:iagc 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Ci:.K'en 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bndge 
Bridge 
Bndf'.e 
Bridge 
Bndge 
Bnd je 
Bridge 

Biid'AS 
Bridg;; 

.Nlilepost 
Location 

623 0 
623 7 
624 0 
625 1 
625 5 
526 4 
626.5 
626 7 
627 5 
627 6 
628 6 
628 9 
629.9 
630 1 
630 8 
631 3 
531 5 
5.32 2 
653 0 
633.5 
634 0 
634 1 
635.0 
638 9 
639 0 
639 3 
339 8 
540.0 
340.1 
540 2 
641 2 
642 i 
642.7 
543 0 
543 8 
644.7 
645 2 

Dimension 

: 2 ' x ] 3 0 ' 
9' X 28' 
5' X 8' X i 8 ' 
! l ' x 4 8 ' 
] - i 'x28 ' 
l l ' x 5 6 

23'x:5r 
12'x-i2' 
1 9 ' x i 2 3 ' 
6 'x 14' 
26' X 97-
20' X 56' 
16'x 42' 
9' X 28' 
19 'x54 ' 
6' X 8' X 24' 
; 3 ' x 2 8 ' 
I 8 ' x 6 5 ' 
l l ' x 3 9 ' 
8" X 42' 
i r x 6 5 ' 
8' X 38' 
15' X 8-V 
14'X 6.5' 
15 'x56 ' 
8' X 8' X 37' 
14 'x70 ' 
l l ' x 5 6 ' 
9' X 14-
14 'x70 ' 
19 'x56 ' 
12 'x42 ' 
9 ' x 4 2 
16'x 56' 
6 'x 129' 
13 'x65 ' 
9" X 40' 

Material 

CPT 
CPT 
Concreie 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
SBO 
CPT 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
Concreie 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
Cr'T 
SBD 
CPT 
Concreie 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 

Year 
Constructed 

191S 
1925 
1916 
1915 
19:8 
1955 
1924 
1922 
1949 
1924 

1922 
1919 
1919 
1920 
1917 
1923 
1915 
1951 
1952 
1922 
1954 
1924 
1920 
1953 
1919 
1917 
1923 
1923 
1923 
1923 
1919 
1920 
1920 
19.8 
1923 
1954 
1924 

Year 
Altered 



Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Abutment 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Abutment 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Trestle 
Trestle 

645.4 
656.8 
647.9 
648.1 
648.8 
649.4 
649.5 
649.6 
649.7 
650.1 
650.7 
651.7 
652.3 
652.5 
653.1 
653.9 
655.1 
655 97 
655.99 
656.02 
656.1 
656.4 
656.5 
656.6 
657.8 
658.3 
658.76 
658.8 
659.3 
659.6 
660.3 
660.6 
661.7 
663.1 
663.2 
663.5 
663.7 
665.1 
665.9 
666.8 
667.1 
667.4 

• 668.0 
668.2 
669 5 
669.8 

8' X 39' 
6'x 28' 
8' X 89' 
13'X 128' 
19-X 158' 
8'x98' 
9'x 156' 

9'xn2' 
13' X 84' 
14' X 96' 
15'x56" 
22'X 139' 
16"x32' 
12'X Sl
ie' 
15'x70' 
13'x42' 
10' X 98' 
9'x 84' 
8'x70' 
18 'x l ]2 ' 
i rxl I2 ' 
9' X 126' 
9'x 56' 
15'X 182' 
10' X 40' 
8' X 42' 
6'x 28' 
8'x52' 

irx56' 
14'x28' 
15' X 32' 

irx64' 
13'x84' 
i r x l 5 4 ' 
18' X 156' 
13'x78' 
20' x 70' 
13'x24' 
21'X 251' 
14' 
19' X 56' 
8'x28' 
9'x 28' 
8 'xl4 ' 
6' X 14' 

SBD 
CPT 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
Concrete 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
Concrete 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 

1955 
1922 
192:3 
1917 
1917 
1920 
1921 
1921 
1918 
1918 
1922 
1954 
1913 
1950 
1912 
1913 
1920 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1922 
1914 
1918 
1924 
1913 
1925 
1921 
1924 
1952 
1921 
1913 
1956 
1918 
1913 
1913 
1961 
1924 
1921 
1922 
1924 
1922 
1919 
1923 
1923 
1918 
1925 



Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bndge 
Bndge 
Bndge 
Bridge 
Bridce 
Bridge 
Bridpc 
Und^c 
Bridî e 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bnd;je 
Bridjje 
Bridrc 
Bndge 
Bridge 
3ndj>e 
Bridjt 
Bndg.-
End--
Bridce 
Bridi'c 
Bridce 
Cul'.'jrt 
Bridî e 
3nd.!;e 
Bnd-e 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Br;dfe 
Bruije 
Bndie 
Bridne 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
BnJge 
Bridge 

670.1 
671 3 
671 9 
672.5 
672.6 
672.8 
675.1 
676 3 
676 6 
677 6 
677 9 
678.2 
•J79 7 
680 2 
681 2 
6S:.3 
682 8 
6S3 3 
6S5 7 
683 9 
684 2 
684 7 
685 0 
685 6 
686-i 
686 7 
6S7.3 
687 9 
6SS-1 
688 5 
689 2 
690 2 
600.3 
690 8 
691 3 
691 8 
692.3 
•592 5 
693 5 
693 9 
694.7 
654.8 
695.9 
701 0 
701.8 
70? 15 

l l ' x 4 S ' 
9' X 28' 
10'x92' 
]0'x39' 
6' X 39' 
7' x 28' 
16 'x : i2 ' 
15-X84' 
M-x98' 
I6 'x84' 
20'X 132' 
12'X 126' 
I0 'x39' 
15'x70' 
i 6'x 52' 
9' x'32' 
16'x 98' 
12'x48' 
8'x28 
17'xl40' 
10'x42' 
1T X 56' 
!3'x42' 
13'x70' 
6- X 42' 
9' K 52' 
9' X 70' 
] r x 7 8 ' 
10'x65' 
T X 53' 
8 'x9'x \A' 
' 4 ' x l 4 0 ' 
25' X 97' 
i rx42 ' 
16'x 48' 
K 'x42 ' 
9' X 52-
7'x51' 
: i ' x56 ' 
8' x 256' 
13'xl04' 
9'x 51' 
12'X 333' 
14'x63' 
12'X 6.5' 
13'x78' 

CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 

cpr 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
Conciete 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
CPT 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 
SBD 

1917 
1927 
1958 
192-i 
1925 
1922 
1917 
1921 
1922 
j 922 
1918 
1921 
1945 
1913 
1945 
1919 
1918 
1913 
1921 
1922 
1917 
1921 
1913 
1918 
1918 
1925 
1918 
1951 
1935 
1969 
1918 
1920 
1922 
1919 
1919 
1"'19 
1'123 
1923 
1915 
1926 
1920 
1923 
1525 
1931 
1938 
1931 

1955 



Bridge 702.25 14'x65' SBD 1938 

Notes: CPT = Concrete pier trestle 
SBD = Smgle ballast deck 
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roHnv i - l ,jiL«:i. \!.S MiOS-Oi-l 

lO S-f. Mi l ; • .'.s'vGI-S-fi-W^ 
r 'dj i i fijtz in. ,i 

.HTH, ! " , - Ditf.int 

August 29, 2 0 r Exhibit D 

Mr. Fritz R Kahn P C 
1920 N Street, NW (8'" Floor) 
Washington. D. C 20036 

RE Proposed abardonment of 81 3 m.les of railroad line from Milepost 622 5 to 
703 8. G.̂ enaaa Ra; road LLC (GRYR) MDAH Log #08-061-11, Carroll, Grenada 
Ho'mes, Madison. Montgomery, and Yazoo Counties 

Dear M' Kahn-

We have 'eviewed your historic repo.'l received on August 10, 2011, for the above 
referenced undertaking in accordance with the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement 
for Mississippi and pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR Pari 
800 Based on the information provided, we concur that no bridge, trestle, culvert or 
abutment's eiigib'e for listing in the National Register of Historic Places Railroads 'n 
towns tnat developed because ofthe rail̂ road may be contributing resources to National 
Register of local histonc districts. As such, additional research in the future may cause 
our evaluation fo change l-iowever, we do not consider abandoning the line to be an 
adverse effect to either a,''chaeological or architectural resources 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at (601) 576-6940 

Sincerely, 

Greg Williamson 
Review and Compliance Officer 

FOR HT Holmes 
State Historic Preser\'ation Officer 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
WASIIINGTON, DC 

Docket No. AB-1087.x 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 
- PETIT ION FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN GRFNADA. MONTGMERY, CARROLL, HOLMES, 
YAZOO AND MADISON COUNTIES. MS 

VERIFIED STATE.MENT 
OF 

MICHAEL .1 VAN WAGENEN 

My name is Michael J. Van Wagenen. and I ani the Vice President ofthe 

Petitioner. Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR"). My office address i.s P. 0 . Box 26421, Salt 

Lake City, UT 84126. 

GRYR was organized to purchase from the Ilhnois Central Railroad Company 

("IC") Its railroad line extending between Milepost 403 0 south of Memphis. TN, and 

Milepost 703 8 north of Canton, MS. IC offered to sell the line since it had a parallel 

railroad line to the west extending between Memphis and Jackson. MS. south of Canton 

GR^ K's acquisition and operation ofthe 'ine was authonzed by the Board pursuant to the 

Verified Notice of E.xemption in Sl B Finance Docket No 35247. Grenada Railway 

LLC".Acquisiiion and Operation Exemption-Illinois Central Railroad Companv and 

Watciloo Railwav Company, served May 29, 2009, 74 Fed. Reg. 25799. May 29, 2009 

T he southem portion oflhc railroad line which GRYR bought from IC has proved 

to be a linancial fiasco, and GRYR has come to the conclusion that it has no alternative 



but to seek the Board's approval to abandon it. The line which GRYR proposes to 

abandon extends between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada, MS, and Milepost 703.8 near 

Canton, MS, a distance of 81.3 miles in Grenada, Montgomery, Canoll, Homes, Yazoo 

and Madison Counties, Mississippi ("Rail Line"). The Rail Line traverses U.S. Postal 

Service Zip Codes 38960, 38926,38925, 38967,39176, 39192, 39063, 39079, 39146 and 

39179, which are the Zip Codes for the stations on the Rail Line, namely: Tie Plant, 

Elliott, Duck Hill, Eskridge, Winona,.Vaiden, West, Durant, Goodman, Pickens and 

Vaughan. 

The 81.3-mile Rail Line sought to be abandoned has generated insufficient ttaffic 

to pennit its continued operation. In all of 2010 there were only six shippers on the Rail 

Line: Georgia Pacific, Hankins Lumber Sales and Thomas Wood Preserving at Elliott; 

Dunham at Winona; and Burrows Paper and Tri-County Cooperative at Pickens. 

Together they accounted for a total of 289 carloads of inbound or outbound freight. That 

equates to approximately 3.5 cars per mile per year. During the first six months of 2011 

Georgia Pacific and Dunham tendered or received no cars, as they closed their operations 

on the Rail Line. Winona Hardwood at Winona became a shipper for the first time in 

2011, for a total of five remaining shippers on the Rail Line. Together they accounted for 

a total of 92 carloads of inbound or outbound freight during the first six months of 2011. 

Annualized that comes to a little more than 2 cars per mile per year. No railroad can 

continue to operate with such little trafTic. Certainly, the GRYR cannot. 

Before initiating the abandonment process, however, during the week of May 16, 

2011, a representative of GRYR met with each ofthe five shippers currently on the Rail 

Line. The shippers were informed ofthe difficulty GRYR was experiencing operating 



the so-jihem portion ofthe Grenada line d'.ie to the lack of adequate operating revenue. 

Each customer was asked to estimate the number of cars that would be shipped to or from 

its f:ic;liiy during the rcmainderof 2011. They all generally represented that, due to the 

poor atate ofthe Nation's economy, their own businesses were down as well. With the 

excep'.ion of T ri-County Coop, which receives inbound fertilizer, the preponderance of 

the products generated by the customers is transported by truck rather than by rail. The 

respon.sc was :hat for the remainder of 2011 Hankins Lumber Sales projected that it 

would ship 11 i-arioads, Thomas Wood Preserving 7. Burroughs Paper 15 and Winona 

1 lardwood 5 and Tri-Couniy Coop would receive 25 carloads, for a total of 63 inbound or 

outbound carloads of freight .'^nnuaii^ed that would be about a car and a half per mile 

per year Thai simply is insufficient traffic to maintain a viable operation on a line of 

railroad 

(.iRYR determined that, unless there was a signiilcant increase in revenue, the 

southern segment ofthe Grenada line could not continue to be operated. Accordingly, 

GR'iR decided inquire ofthe shippers currently on the Rail Line whether they were 

prcp:red to commit to tendenng or receiving additional traffic, which, together wilh the 

governmental financial assistance which GRYR was .seeking, would pcmiil GRYR to 

contnuc to operate the Rail Line Copie.s of my June 17, 2011. letters to the five .shippers 

are attached as Exhibit I. '!"o be sure, 1 was asking each ofthe shippers for a sub.stantial 

increiisc in the number of cars it had tendered or rcceised during the first iix months of ' 

2011 But. even as increased, the total number of carloads of revenue freight which 

CiR '̂R was seeking from the five .shippers came fo onl> 640 cars, which represents fewer 

than S cars per mile per year. 



The shippers, however, would not even agree to the commitments which GRYR 

had asked each one to make. On June 22,2011,1 received a telephone call from Mr. 

Jerry Pegg of Hankin Lumber Sales stating that his company would not make a shipment 

guarantee. Later the same day, I spoke with Mr. Al Hankin, who confinned that Hankin 

Lumber Sales did not believe itself capable of making a guaranteed commitment to ship a 

specified number of carloads ofits product 

On June 22,2011,1 received a telephone call from Mr. Clyde Smith, Manager of 

Tri-Counly Coop, who similarly said that he could not make a guaranteed commitment to 

receive a specified number of carloads of fertilizer. He thought that Tri-County Coop 

might take advantage of GRYR's offer to pay an allowance if inbound fertilizer 

shipments were transloaded at Grenada, although he was exploring whether transloading 

at Canton may not be more attractive. 

Mr. Hankin called again on August 29,2011, to say that Hankin Lumber Sales 

and I'homas Wood Preserving were prepared to make guaranteed commitments to ship 

specified numbers of carloads of their products, but their proposals were for small 

fractions ofthe volume guarantees which GRYR had requested of them. 

No response to my June 17,2011, letter was received from the other shippers on 

the line. Burrows Paper Company and Winona Hardwood. 

Clearly, the volume of freight shipments to and from the five shippers on the Rail 

Line on which GRYR reasonably can rely is altogether insufficient to enable GRYR to 

continue to operate the Rail Line. 

Coupled with the insufficient traffic on the Rail Line proposed to be abandoned is 

the need for replacing a 112-foot long bridge. The bridge at Milepost 656.4 was 



consi-ieted in 1914 and literally is falling apart Four pnotographs ofthe bridge are 

attached 'o GRVR's Petition for Abandonmenl Exemption as Exhibit 1 The bridge was 

cmKirnoed by the GRYR on July 28, 2011, and an independent consulting firm, l.andreth 

Engineering of .Albuquerque. NM, estimates that the cobt of replacing the bridge to be 

S78-i,f>00 no That is money that the GRYR simply docs not have, and the sparse traffic 

on the Rail Line sought to be abandoned would not justify the expenditure of that kind of 

money even if GRYR had it. 

1 he need for replacing the bridge :it Milepost 656 4 and for maintaining the entire 

Grcn.idfi line were among :hc reasons advanced by GRYR in seeking govemment 

financial assistance. To its dismay, GRYR learned from lhe .Mississippi Department of 

Transponation T'MDOT" that no State or federal funds were available. GRYR's 

spo'^csperson, therefore, met with representatives ofthe Mississippi Development 

.'XuthiiHty ("MDA"). -vvho offered support and encouragement for GRYR to seek 

assisuince through efforts in the Missis.sippi legislature 

Reprcbcntativc Tommy Reynolds of Water Valley was an early and .strong 

suppt'fter of GRYR'i. efforts. He authored H.B. 1425. which created a Railroad 

Impriivemcnt I und in the amount of .S6 5 million for the sole piupose of financing 

inipunements ofthe GRYR. This vsas not an outlandish sum, for Landrelh Engineering 

csi.nMtes that it would lako S28 million to completely refurbish the Grenada line GRYR 

also h.id strong support from Representative Warner McBride of Batesville, Chairman of 

the Trdnsportation Committee, Additionally, Repres-jntative Percy Watson. Chairman of 

the Ways and .Means Committee, and Senator Dean Kiibv, Chairman ofthe Finance 

Coinniitiec, were strong sjpporters and included S6 5 million in the omnibus bond bills 



(H.B. 1546 & S B. 3100), which passed in both the House and the Senate. GRYR's 

success in its legislative efforts drew the attention ofthe other railroads in the State, and 

they began lobbying for funds for their projects. Ultimately, the House/Senate 

conference committee reported S.B. 3100 with only S5 million in the Railroad 

Improvement Fund, without specifying how the funds were to be spent, leaving the 

decision to the MDA. 

GRYR's spokesperson immediately met with a representative of MDA and was 

led to believe that GRYR was on track to receive approximately S4.5 million ofthe 

appropriated funds. That, however, was not to be. The State Bond Commission, 

composed ofthe Govemor, Treasurer and Attomey General, decided not to include the 

Railroad Improvement Fund monies in the bond issue in the Fall of 2011. 

An additional legislative effort was for GRYR to purchase from MDOT the right-

of-way ofthe railroad line between Aberdeen Junction and Kosciusko which had been 

I 

leased to the Kosciusko & Southwestern Railway ("KSRY"). Although MDOTs General 

Counsel favored the sale ofthe line as part of MDOT's disposal of surplus property, no 

bill ever was introduced because ofthe significant opposition of Representative Mary 

Ann Stevens of Kosciusko. 

KSRY has used its railroad line solely for the storage of cais. Indeed, the cars 

have sat there for three or four years' time 1 have spoken with Mr. Don R. Brown, 

President of KSRY. and offered to have GSRY assist KSRY to clear the line ofthe stored 

cars to avoid their being stranded on the KSRY's line if the Board were to authorize 

GSRY's proposed abandonment ofthe Rail Line. KSRY, however, has allowed its line to 

deteriorate and some ofthe stored cars to become inoperable. In the absence of some 



kind ofa guarantee or ince.Tmification agreement, GSRY -wll not utilize its power 

equ:prnent to try tc rerr.ovg the store-d cars It is up t2 -CSRY to clea: its t-.-ack cf the 

stoicd cars, .-ind the stoied cms as yet have nol been :n-,ved off the ICSRY's line 

In concluding this statement 1 wish to note thai tlie proposed abandorjnent of tl-.e 

soiJtJieni pcrtion ofthe Grenada lme will not lea'/c V.e five siiippers located on it 'Mtliout 

accesF to railroad service. GRYR is planning to establish a transloading facility a: its 

y-H.-d in Grenada, widi diree-days-a-week sei-vice to Mcinpliis GRYR has offered each of 

tlis shippers a Sl 50 per car credit against tlie applicable tariff fireight rate for all cars 

trfjis.oaded during the first year ofits use and $100 pe: car for ai; additional four years 

Ini".;'T:ioda. transportation is becoming increasingly importaiit, and GRYR is using this 

n-!e<iiis of encouraging die live siiippers t:) g:ve it a uy 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the fccgoing is true and correct to the best 

of m> information and belief Furthei 1 certi.fy tliai I am qualified and authorized to file 

tins Verified Statement 

Executed at Salt Lalce City, UT, this 19f:i day of September 2311 

4ichael J Van Wagenen' ^ 



EXHIBIT I 



Grenada Railway, LLC 
1505 South Redwood Road 
Salt I,ake City, UT 84104 

P.O. Boi 26431 
Sail Lake City.UT 84126 

Phone- (BOl) 97:-8330 
rai . : (BOI) 4';8-2S<S 

"une 17, 201: 

VIA O'v'EI^NIGHT MAIL 

Mr R.':l-.fjjd Rothwe!' 
Sales Mait-iger 
IIa]-ii::3 Luiiibe: Sales 
PO Box .' -'O 
GrcnEd î, N:S ^S902 

j^r- F: eight Ser.':oc 

Deij-M..Rothvvsll. 

C-. sr.ada Railway has suffered extenrive losses, dunng the past two years of opsi-ation; on 
tiie porlion of tlie railrcad Hetv/een MP 522..' soutli of Grenada, MS and MP 703 8 near Canton, 
MS ("Rfcil L:ne"'i .At the present lime, we 1-ave five shippers who are located on this segment 
of ulie Rc.il Line Tlie total car volume, curing 2010, of cars originanng or terai.nating on the 
line, vv.is 121. '.Ve can no lo:igsr continue to sustain the losses which we are inci-j-ring on an 
annua' b'i.'is 

\f-.er ex-ens:ve icvicw, Gienada Rail.vay ('"CTer.aaa") i.s coiitempla'.ing tlie abandonmenl 
oflhe y-!i'. Line .n the IICEL- fnt-jie In oidei for Grenada tc avoid and abandonment and continue 
serv.ce ,--r. ',\-.e RHII Li.ie, we will need to have (1) a siibstantial increase in •.lafGc, with a 
g'.iaian'jed a volume conmi.tir.ent fiom tlis ship;3eis on the Ra:l Line and (2) govenur.ent 
assi3t2:.cc m impioving the Rail Line. I am lequestmg •..;iat eacii of die involved shippeis make a 
volu.ne :aiii;:iiLr.ieiit, on a take-or-pay basis, ibr the next -.lues years 

Vv'e ai'e usk'.ng Ila-.ilcinb to make a tliree yeai g\iaiaiitee to .ship 300 cais -jcr yeai If 
Gieniid.-. i-. able -.o i eceive the ahove-slafed comnutnients nom 'he s.iip^iers and the government, 
then w; -vvilJ be able to kesp rhe line in service. If Haitkins and the other shrppers aie unable to 
make .such a ccniminTient. it will become necessary for GieiiLca to file for the abandon the Rail 
Lme 1! s'.icji becomes tltc eise, GrenadE RalI•̂ vay ("Gienada") is willing to provide KErkuis 
L-iiiibe:- wit.i die follovvir.i; benefit. :n oi'dcrro retain your business 

• ''.,':-ci'ada .s will,ng lo cunsii-uct a Udn.sload, at its yaid ui Gr;r.£da, to albw you to 
tl .-.s'oac your oioiucts into rail car.s 

• ("irc-iada -.vi!l pio-v idc yo-j witli a $)50 pei car c.edil, agjiiist the taiiff f.eight iate, fo: ah 
"ars ti-a:t.=loaded cj;ir.g±e first yea; and $!0C per cii foi an additioneil four 5'ea'-s 

-.siMipp Addreis t ' . i l-ii . ' i l i ' .rec' . Grenade w,S ?8S0I I'lions f652j ;25-3?6't Fax. ;652) 226-8565 

file:///f-.er


We have appreciated tlie opportunity of saving you in the past and hope thai one ofthe 
above alternatives will be acceptable to you. I will appreciate a response from you by the 
.luly 10,2011. Thank you 

Sincerely yours. 

Michael J. Van Wagenen 
Vice Pi-esident 

T 



Grenada Railway, LLC 
1505 South Redwood Road 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 

P.O. Bck 26421 
Salt Lake Citj,LTS4126 

Phone-18011972-8330 
Fax: (8011478-2868 

J jiie 17.2011 

VIA OVERNIGHT MAIL 

M: Breni Thomas 
Ov,nt: 
ThomiS Wood Preserving 
1964Mi!rphD.-

Grenada, rvlS3S901 

R£ Freight Seivice 

Dea; M: Thoir.as. 
Grenadd Railway has suffei-ed extensive losses, duj-ing the past two years of operation; cn 

tlie pcrnon ofthe railroad between MP 622.5 south of Grenada, MS and MP 703.8 near Canton, 
MS. ("'Rail Line") At the present time, we have five sliippsrs who ai-e located on this segmenl 
ofthe Rail Line The total cai- volume, during 2010, of cai-s originating or temiinanng on tlie 
line, was 121 We can no longer continue to sustain the losses wliich we ai-e incurring cn an 
annual b-isis. 

/.I'.ei extensive levie-w. Grenada Railway ('"Grenada") is conteinplati.ig tlie abandonment 
ofthe p. -.;1 Luir in the near f.it-.ire In oider foi Gienada to avoid and ahanc.onnient and lontinue 
seivice o.-i the Rail Line, v.'e wi!l need to ha '̂e. (1) a substantial iiiciease in tiaffic, with a 
guaraniecd a volume ccir.mitivient fiom the shippers on the Rail Liiis and (2) goveini-isnt 
assistance in iu..5io-v'ing tiie :iail Line I am lequesting tliat each of tlie involvec shippcis make a 
voiunii' -onimiu-.ient, on a laice-or-pav basis, forthe nexttliiee yeai's 

V/e are asking Thomts Wood Presei-viiig to make a three ycai- guai-anlse lo ship 75 cars 
per yesi :f Gienada is -aoh tc receive ihe above-stated coniniitments from the sliippc-s and the 
goverrjiieni, tlieii we wiil be ao'.e lo keep tlie line .n service. If Thomas Wood Preser.'u.g and 
tlie otlici shippers aie unable tc malce such a coniniitiiie.nt, it wili become necessai-y foi Grenada 
lo file foi the abandon ij;e Rail Line If such becomes ihe case, Gienada Railway ("Gienada") is 
willing '.0 piovide Hankiii.-. Lumber with die following benefit, in ordei lo '-etain your business 

• Gienada is wjilmp to consliuct a uaiL l̂cad, ai its yai-d in Gienaca, to allow ycu lo 
I'ansload youi pioducts into lail cai* 

• G.enada will piovid; yo'ii wiili aS'.̂ Ci per car ciedit, against the taiiff freight late, foi all 
cfu-s transloaded dui-mg ihe first yeai a:id JiOO per car for an additional four yejis. 

MiwusippiAdd-ess !>'.2 THE'S ' les l .Gremda.MS 3SS01 Phone (632) 226-8364 Faic'(652) 226-8355 



We have appreciated tlie opportunity of seivmg you in the ptist and hope llial one of tlie 
above altei-natives will be acceptable to you. I will apiDieciale a response from you by tlie 
July 10,2011. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Michael .1. Van Wagenen 
Vice Pi-esident 

cc: 
Wesley Thomas 
Thomas Wood Preserving 
1964 Murph Drive 
Grenada, MS 38901 



Grenada Railway, LLC 
1505 South Redwood Road PO.BOA 2642i 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 '"'l-ire'^sffiSis'S 

Fai (801)478-2868 

June P . 2011 

VIA OV.-tRNIGHT MAIL 

tt/s .loe Rcbe:-is 
Bunowi- Piipei Cor.tpnny 
PO Bo;. "b 
Pickens MS 3i.'".-6 

'.iJi Fieight Serx'ice 

Deal-Nil Roberts. 

Gier.ada .lailway has suffered extensive losses, during tlie past tv.'o years of operation, on 
the pcmon ofthe railroad between MP 622 5 south of Gienada, MS and MP 703 8 near Canton, 
MS ("Rail Line") At tiie present time, we have five shippers who are located on lliis segment 
ofthe Rail Line llie total cai- volume, during 2010, of cars oiigiiiatiiig oi teiminating on Lhe 
line, was 121 We can no icnger continue tc sustain the losses wliich we aie uicun-iitg on an 
annual bdsis. 

.Aftfi extensive revicA', Gienada Railway ("Grenada") is contemplating the ahandormieiit 
of the Rai. Line in tne neai fjiure. lr. oidei foi Grenada to avoid and abandomtenl and continue 
sei-vice Oil tl-.e Rdil Lir.e -A'e will need to lia'.-e. (1) a substantial inciease m traffic, witli a 
gja;aiilf sc a vo..-jr.e ;oniinitnient from tlie shippers on the Rail Line and (2) government 
assista:i.,e in imptovir.g the Rail Lme I am lequestiiig that each ofthe involved shippeis make a 
volume r,o.i:niiliiient, on a laJ-ts-ci-pay bos.s, foi the next tlires yeais 

We :ire asking I3t,.ic-,vs PajDer Company to make a iliiee year g-jarantee to ship 55 cai-s 
per year If Gienada is al-le to leceive the above-slated con-:-.i:iitiiients fiom the shippers and the 
government, then we v. ill b'*- able lo kee ĵ titc line in seiTice If Burrows Paper Company and the 
otlte: sli!p;3si-s <-.re -jnablc to irake such a commitment, it will become ne:essai7 for Grenada to 
fiie foi the (ibandon the Rai' Line. If such beionies the case, Gienada Rr.ilway ("Grenada") is 
willing to ofovide Hiiik'iis I.'Jinber wiili the following benefit, m order to lelam youi business 

• Cl-enada is willing to coiistiuct a tiansload, at its yfrd in Gienjoa, lo allow you to 
i.isr.sload youi piocucts into laJ cais 

> Gl E-.ad.̂ . will -iiovidc you with a Jl 50 per cai- ciedit, againsi the tariff freight laic, foi all 
iai.'iti-attsloaded dill .ng the fust yeai and JIOO pe: cat fcraiiaddit.cr.al fouryeais 

'.•:iiii.'>sirpi .\d=.'«5<i 643 FiiitSirest, Grenada .MS 3S90; Phrne ;552) 226-S364 Fax (652)226-8355 

http://fcraiiaddit.cr.al


We have appreciated the oppoilunity of serving you in the past and hope tliat one ofthe 
above alternatives will be acceptable to you. I will appreciate a response from you by tlie 
.luly 10, 2011. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael J. Van Wagenen 
Vice Pi-esident 

cc. 

Ralph Renzolie 
Burrows Paper Company 
501 W. Mam St 
Little Falls, NY 13365-0987 



Grenada Railway, LLC 
1505 South Redwood Road p.o sm :642i 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 '%',^^:SS','iTi'lllS Plmne: (80T) 972-8330 

'AX (801)478-2868 

I;ii;el7,201! 

V:A OVERNIGHT MAIL 

Mr. Clyce Smith 
Maiiagsi 
Tri-Counly Coop 
564 Yazoo Street 
Pickens,-MS 39146 

]iE Freight Scr.'i:,e 

DearM: Smith 

Grenada Railway has suffered extensive losses, during 'Jie past two yeai-s of ope.-ation; on 
the part.or. of tlie railroa-l bcf.veen MP 622 5 soutli of Grenada, MS and IvtP 703.8 near Canton, 
MS ("Rill Lute") .At tiie t-.reseiit time, we have five shippers who arc located on this segment 
of tlie Rail Line The total :ar volume during 2010, ot cars oiiginating or tei-minating on the 
line, '.vas 121 We ca.i no linger continue to sustain the losses wluch we ai-e incumng on an 
anirjd b.isis. 

.'• fier extensive levicw, Grenada Railway ("Gienada") is contemplating tlie abandonment 
of tlie Rr.'.l Lme .r. tlie neai future In order far Grenada to avoid and abandonment and continue 
seivice 01: the Rail Luic, we will need to have- (1) a .substantial mciease m traffic, with a 
guaianteeu a volume comriUtinent fi'om ilie shippers on the Rai! Lme and (2) government 
assistance in impiovmg ;lie Rail Line I am request-jig tJiat each ofthe involved shippers malce a 
•I'olunte •- Dinniitment, on a -.Alce-or-pay basis, for the next tliiee yeais 

Wc are aslcing Tri-County Coop to nialce a thiee year guaiantee to sliip 160 cars per year 
IfGrenaca is able to icce.vc the above-sl£.te-f comm'tnients fiom ihe sliippeis and the 
govei-.-jnent, then we wili te able lo keep tlic line in ŝ ervice If Tri-Counly Coop anc the otliei 
shipras cue unajle to make such a cciiiinitmsnt, it will become necessaiy foi Grenada lo file for 
llie abfjicnit tlie Ra:l Li.ie ifsucii becomes the case, Gienada Railway ("Grenaoa") .s willing to 
P'Ovide Hankins Luntue' Wjth tne following benefit, m order lo retain your business 

• Gienada is willing to consuuci a tiansload, at its yajd m Grenada, to allow you lo 
tifinsioad yo'jr pioc'.:cts into laii 'la-s 

• Greiiacc will piovide you with a 1150 per cai ciedit, against tlie tariff fisiglit rate, for a.l 
cais u-ansloaded during the first year and $100 per car for an additional four yeais. 

•••'..s-..i>sii;?i \ d d r e « 'I'lj F n i .Stieet.Grnac-. MS 35901 .''liorc i66 : i iJfi-8364 r r x (662j 22C-«-'e5 



We have appreciated the oppoi-tunity of sei-ving you in the past and hope that one of tlie 
above ahematives will be acceptable to )'ou. I will appreciate a response from you by Hie 
.Tuly 10,2011. Tlianlcyou. 

Sincerely yours. 

J 
Micliael J. Van Wagenen 
Vice President 



Grenada Railway, LLC 
Salt Lake Citv, UT 84104 Phono- (80i) !»7:-£330 

ft\-(801)478-2868 

.lune P , 2011 

VIA OVERNIGHT M.AIL 

Mr Ri'ikyKilgoie 
President 
Wniona 1-laicwood 
164 Saw7ei Loop 
Winona, MS 3 8967 

R'JJ: Fl eight Ser'.-ice 

Dear Mr Kilgore. 

Grenada Railway lias suffered extensive losses, dunng Lie past TAfo years of operation, on 
Uie portion oflhe railroad heiwcen MP 622 5 soutl: î f Gienada, MS and MP 703.8 near Canton. 
MS ("Rail Line") .A.t tlic present time we have five shippers who are located on this segment 
ofthe Rail Line The lotal cai volume, duiing 2010, of cars originating oi terminating on tlie 
line, was L 21 V.'e can no loiigei conti-iue lo sustain the losses which we aie incurring on an 
annual babib 

.M'tei extensive review, Gienada Rail-^/ay ("Grenada") is contemplating tlie i.b&ndonir.ent 
of tlis Rail i,ine m tlie r.cii futuie. In orde; !b: Grenada to avoid fjid abandomiicnt iiric continue 
seivice or. die F.ml Line, we -A'IH need to have (1) a substantial increase m tiaffic, with a 
giiju-amcfd a vo lxne comiTiiunent fi-om the shippers on tlie Rail Line and (2) goverm-jer.t 
assistance lu impioving the Rail Line I a.Tj lequesting tliat each ofthe involved shippeis niaite a 
volume coi-iin:unent, or. a tii>.e-or-pay basis, ioi the next three years 

We aie asking Wniona Haidwood lo make a tluee year guaiantee to ship 50 cais pei year 
if Grenads is able lo loccive tlie above-stated comniitnients lioni the shippeis and flic 
goveri'iit'.u -Jien we wil. be able to keep die line m seivice If Winona Kai dwood ar.d the othei 
shippeis aic „nable to r.ialce such a coiniriiUne-.n, it -A'ill become necessai y foi Grenada lo file foi 
the abaitcon :he ;<.ail Line If such becomes die case, Grenada Railway ("Grenada") :s .vilhng to 
provide Hiiucins Lunibei wi*k the following benefit, in ordei lo i';tain youi busiitess 

• G.ei-ada .s wniiitg to ;on3ti-uct a transJoad, at its yaid in Grenada, to a;io\v ycu to 
Udnsioad yo-x ;:iodu.:'s mto rail cars 

• Gienada will piovidc you-Mill a SlSOperca: ciedii, Egainst tlie tai-iff fie;glv laie, for all 
cais transloaded duiingthe first yeai and $100 per car foi a:i addiuonal foiu yepjs 

h'. ii.-i-.-pp, :zdi-es^ 5--.?.'^i-: Siiee' .Gifr.aca.Mi 3i901 Phoi e ;56?; 22i--S3e4 Fax (6621 725-E365 



We have appreciated the opportunity of serving you in the past and hope tliat one ofthe 
above alternatives will be acceptable to you. I will appreciate a response from you by the 
July 10,2011. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours. 

^u^^:xxi 
Michael J. Van Wagenen 
Vice President 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1087X 

GRENADA RAILWAY LLC 
~ PETTITON FOR ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~ 

IN GRENADA, MONTGMERY. CARROLL, HOLMES, 
YAZOO AND MADISON COUNTIES, MS 

VERIFIED STATEMENT 
OF 

AARON PARSONS 

My name is Aaron Parsons, and I am the Assistant Vice President ofthe 

Petitioner, Grenada Railway LLC ("GRYR"). My office address is P. O. Box 26421, Salt 

Lake City, UT 84126. 

I am responsible for preparing GRYR's financial statements for the rail canier's 

management. 

In preparing the attached financial statements for the Grenada (south end), 

between Milepost 622.5 near Grenada and Milepost 703 neai- Canton, MS, ("Rail Line") 

for the year 2010 and for the first six months of 2011,1 followed and utilized to die best 

of my tmderstanding and ability Subpart D of Part 1152 of 49 C.F.R. 

I calculated Uiat GRYR lost S100,927 operating the Rail Line in 2010 and 

$94,674 operating the Rail Line the fiist six months of 2011. 

The net liquidation value ofthe Rail Line, namely, $21,048,840, line 12 c ofthe 

Forecast Year Operations, is the sum ofthe $17,755,000 wliich Nevada Raihoad 

Materials, Inc. of Soutli Ogden, UT, agreed to pay fbr the ti-ack, ties and other track 

1 



materials ofthe Rail Line as set fortii in t.ie letter from its Piesident, Mi' Bob Oilendick, 

dated SepteiTiber 1, 2011. and tlie $3,293,340 which is the value of the realty-.-Jiderlying 

the Rail Line at set forth in tlis .A.ppvaisa"., dated lune 30, 2011, prepared by George J 

Ross III, CCIM, copies of bo-Ji cf which are attached to my statement 

The rehabilitalion cost for the Rail Line, namely, 512,858,600, line 8 ofthe 

Forec.isi Year Operations, was taken fron the Rehabilitation Estimate, dated August 24, 

201J, prepared by Laiidrcth Engineering of .Alb iq-jerque, NM, to bring the Rail Line up 

to Clfus I stfciidardi. a c.py of whj'̂ h is -inached to my .statement 

I declare under penalty of perjuiy th.'.tthe foregoing is true and coi reel to the best 

of my infomatmn and belief Further I certify' that I am qualified and authorized to fiie 

this Verified Statement on behalf of the Petihoiier. 

Lxecuted at Salt Lake City, UT, this 16"'' day of September 2011. 

Aaron Parsons 



, 

Grenada (south end} 
Revenues attributable fori 

1 Freight originated and/or terminated on branch 

2 Bridge Traffic 

3 All other revenue and income 

4 Total Revenues attributable (lines 1 through 3) 

Avoidable costs fori 

5 On-branch costs (lines 5a tiirough Sic) 

a iVIaintenanceofway and structure 

b Maintenance of equipment 

c Transportation 

d General administrative 

e Deadheading, taxi, and hotel 

f Overhead movements 

g Freight car costs (other than return on freight cars) 

h Return on value-locomotives 

1 Return on value-freight cars 

j Revenue taxes 

k Property taxes 

6 Off-branch costs 

a Off-branch costs (other than return on freight cars) 

b Return on value-freight cars 

7 Total avoidable costs (line S plus line 6) 

Subsidization cost for-

8 Rehabilitation' 

9 Administration costs (subsidy year only)' 

10 Casualty resen/e account' 

11 Total subsidization costs (lines 8 through 10) 

Return on value: 

12 Valuation of property (lines 12a through 12c) 

a Working capital 

b Income tax consequences 

c Net liquidation value 

13 Nominal rate of return 

14 Nominal return on value (line 12 times line 13)' 

15 Holding gain (loss) 

16 Total return on value (line 14 minus 15)' 

17 avoidable loss form operations (line 4 minus line 7) 

18 Estimated forecast year loss from operations (line 4 minus line 7 

19 Estimated subsidy (line 4 minus line 7,11 and 16) 

Base Year operations 

s 
s 
s 
$ 

$ 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
$ 

s 
s 
s 
$ 
$ 

s 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

1 

(2010) 

245,650 

434,200 

29,300 

709,150 

810,077 

137,220 

111,450 

95,100 

103,500 

23,850 

-
198,800 

37,100 

-
-

103,057 

-
-
-

810,077 

(100,927) 

(100.927) 

(100,927) 

Forecast Year 

Operations 

S 
$ 
S 
$ 

$ 
S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
$ 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
$ 

s 

s 
$ 

$ 

s 
s 
s 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

260,389 

460,252 

31,058 

751,699 

1,127,969 

419,893 

118,137 

100,806 

109,710 

25,281 

-
210,728 

39,326 

-
-

104,088 

-
-
-

1,127,969 

12,858,600 

10,000 

12,868,600 

21,079.671 

30,831 

-
21,048,840 

10.43% 

2,198,610 

2,198,610 

(376,270) 

(2,574,879) 

$ (15,443,479) 

Projected 

Subsidy Year 

S 

s 
s 
$ 

$ 

s 
$ 

s 
s 
$ 

s 
s 
s 
$ 
$ 

s 
$ 
s 
s 
$ 

$ 

s 
$ 
$ 

$ 

s 
$ 

s 

$ 

s 
$ 
$ 
$ 

260,389 

460,252 

31,058 

751,699 

1.127,969 

419,893 

118,137 

100,806 

109,710 

25,281 

-
210,728 

39,326 

• -
-

104,088 
• 

-
-

1,127.969 

12,906,700 

150,000 

10,000 

13.066,700 

21,079,671 

30,831 

-
21,048,840 

10.43% 

2,198.610 

-
2.198,610 

(376.270) 

(2,574.879) 

$ (IS.641.579) 

^ I s projection shall be computed m accordance with § 1152.32(m) 

^Omit in applications pursuant to § 1152.22 and § 1152 23 

^Ifthe amount in line 12c is a negative for the "Forecast Year operations" insert "0" In this line 



Grenada (south end) 
Revenues attributaalp for: 

1 Freight originated and/or terminated on branch 

2 Bridge Traffic 

3 Ail other rpi-snue and incnne 

4 Total Revpnues attributable ilines 1 through 3! 

Avoidable costs fo ' 

5 On-branch cnsts (li.-es Sa throuR,-' 5k) 

a Mainterance of way and structure 

b r/aintenancp of cquiDr^ent 

c Transportatior 

0 Genera! administrative 

e ilpadheading, tdxi, a; d hotel 

f CH'erhpad rr.ove.-PiKs 

g Freight car costs (oli.pr than return on freight cars) 

h R.'turn on value-loc.i-notivss 

• Return on val je-frei-ht cars 

1 Re'.'enuetaxe.s 

k P.'opertv taxes 

6 Off-brancli costs 

a Off-branch costs (otiier than return on freight cars) 

b Return on value-freicht cars 

7 Total avoidable costs (line •"> plus line 6) 

Subsidization cost for 

8 Rehab i l i ta t ion ' 

9 Administration costs (subsidy y^ar only)' 

10 Casualty rcsc-r.-e account' 

11 Total sub:idi.'Jtion costs {lirn;s i ' through 10) 

Return on value: 
12 Valuation or property (lines J 2a through 12c) 

a Wfi-king capital 

b Income tax cons-'qu-.-nces 

c Nc! liquidation v j u c 

13 Nominal ratt of ret j rn 

14 Nominal return on value (line ] 2 times line 13) - IDividec by 2) 

15 Holding gain (loss) 

16 Total return on value (line l ' l iiii:ius 15)' 

17 avoidable lo'.s form operations (iine 4 minus line /) 

18 Estimated forecast year lo:s from operations (line 4 minus line 7 and 

19 Estimatea subsidy (line -1 minus hne 7,11 and 16) 

Oase fi monm 
op6rali5ns|20:il 

S 
S 
S 

s 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
$ 
s 

s 
s 
s 

78.200 

236,400 

7,200 

321,800 

416,474 

99,630 

37,950 

42,800 

51,800 

11,400 

-
102,300 

18,550 

-
52,044 

-
-
-

416,474 

(94,674) 

(94,674) 

(94,674) 

(est) 

'This projection shai' b-j com^juted in jccrrdance with § 1152 32(m) 

'Omit in applications pursuant to § l l b 2 22 and § 1152 23 

' if the amount in lir.e ] 2c is a negative for the "Fcecast Year operations" insert' 0" in this line 
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HenHEa Koilroaa matertoli, Ine 

September 1. 2011 

Mr. Kern W Schumacher 

Managing Member 

Grenada Railway, LLC 

PO Box 26421 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

RE Grenada Railway ("Grenada") Abandonment 

Between MP 622 5 near Grenada. Mississippi and 

MP 703 8 near Canton. Mississippi, including an 

additional 7 05 miles of sidings ("Rail Line") 

Dear Mr Schumacher 

We are pleased to submit our offer in response to your request for proposal dated August IS, 

2011. Nevada Railroad Materials, Inc. (NRMj isji.repared lo purchase the approximately 85.35 miles of 

Railroad Track Materials ("Materials") associated with this Rail Line abandonment for the sum of 

$17,755,000 NRM's purchase price will remain valid for a period of one year from the date hereof. NRM 

will assume all costs associated with the removal-of E)ie Materials The road bed will be left smooth 

upon completion of the removal ofthe Materials.'All scrap ties shall be properly disposed of and all 

salvagp will be removed from the Rail Line. Road crossings will be paved to the satisfaction of local 

autnoritips 

The Materials shail in clued' ali rail, ties, tie plates, turnouts, joint bars, anchors, ballast, signal 

equipment and other track materials, including sidings, located on the proposed abandoned Rail Line. It 

IS understood that Grenada shall retain ownership of die real property, Including the culvers and 

bridges 

Should you have further questions, please advise. We look forward to your response. 

917 East Country Hills Drive • South Ogden, Utah sados • 8 0 1 . B 2 1 . S 5 4 4 / s01.393.5g58 fav 

http://801.b21.S544
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.'VN ATPRAIS.'U. OF -AM 
8: i MU_£. 985 45 ACRE RAILROAD CORRFDOR 

BEGIN'MNG AT MILL POST 622 5, APPROXIMATELY 
5 Ml! ES SOLrrH OF GR^X.^LDA. MISSISSIPPI, 

GOIis'G IN' A SOLTH SOLTirv\TiSTERLYDLRECTION 
TIIROUGH ;iiC C0U.Vri5S OF GRENADA, MONTGOM.ERY, 
CARROLL. HOLMES, Y'.AZOO .AMD MADISON, MISSIS.SIPPI. 

FOR 

Grcna.ia Railwjy, LLC 
1505 So Redwood Road 

S;di Lake City, Utah 84104 

.Attn, .\iichael Van Wagenen 

Prepared liy 

George J Ross IIL CCIM 

2460 High Mouiitaui Dr 
Sandy, Utah S4092 

(8011971-4074 

file:///iichael


George </• Rms II I 
Consultant, CdlU 

2460 E High Mountain Dr. 
Sandy, UT 84092 

June 30, 2011 

Mr. Michael Van Wagenen 
Grenada Railuray, LLC 
1505 So. Redwood Rd. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 

RE: An apprai.sal of a 985.45 acre railroad corridor under the assiunption that the subjea in 
Whole or Part does not revert back to the adjacent owneis of the original Grantors due to any 
change in use, beginning al mile post 622.5, approximately 5 miles south of Grenada,. 
Mississippi, going in a south southwesterly direction through the cotinties of Grenada, 
Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo and Madison, Mississippi. 

Dear Mr. Van Wagenen: 

In accordance ^̂ 'ith your request and authorization, I have personally inspected and appraised the 
land described above. To the best of my knowledge, this report has been prepared based on 
market value. Please pay close attention to the Limiting Conditions that are a part of this report 

The enclosed report describes our method of approach and reasoning, as well as data gathered 
during our invesiigation. The appraisal ofthe subject assumes that property is "Fee Simple" and 
has no rights of reversion. As a result of our inspection ofthe subject property, my study ofthe 
towns, topography, and market conditions, it is my opinion that the market value ofthe subject 
sit as of June .10, 2011, is as follows: 

S3,293,840.00 

RespectfiiUySubmitied,.' 

George JTRoss III^ 
CCIM 
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SUMMARY OF SALIENT FACTS 

Date of Valuation. 

Property Description: 

Puipose of Appraisal: 

Owner of Record. 

Miles: 

Land Area: 

Highest and Best Use: 

Exposure and Marketing Periods: 

Fee Simple Market Value Indicated By: 

Final Opinion of Market Value: 

Extraordinary Assumption: 

June 30,2011 

An 81-3 mile, 985.45 acre raiboad corridor beginning 
at mile post 622.5, approximately 5 miles south of 
Grenada, Mississippi, going in a south southwesterly 
direction through the counties of Grenada, 
Montgomeiy, Carroll, Hohnes, Yazoo and Madison, 
and endmg at mile post 703.8 on south side of Canton, 
Mississippi 

Opinion of Market Value of Fee Simple Interest 

Grenada Railway, LLC 

81.3 

985.45 acres 

Continued use as a corridor 

2 to 3 years 

Continued Use as Corridor 

$3,293,840.00 

The valuation herein assumes that the subject property 
will not be purchased as a single unit. 



M.\RKET V.\LUE DEFIMTION 

Market value as herein used is def.ncd in Title XI ofthe Financial Institutions Refonn, Recovery 

and Enforcement .-\ct (FLRRE.A) as ibilowo: 

The mos: probable pnce wiuch a property shou'd bring in a competitive and open market 

under all conditions, rcqui.sitc '.o a fair sale, lhc biiyer and seller each actin.iJ prudently and 

kno\\ ledgeably. and a3suu3ii:g lhe pnce is not affected by -Jndue stimulus Implicit in Lhis 

definition i"- the consuriimaiion ofa sale ofa specified date with the passing of title from 

seller to buyer •indcr cor.ditior.s whereby 

i. buyer .ind seller arc typically motivated, 

2. both parties are well infirmed or well i.dviscd, and each is acting in what lie considers 

to be hi.s o-A'n best interest; 

3. a rca.so:iable time is allowud for exposure of the propeny in tlie open m.-u-kct, 

4 pajiTic-il IS made in ttrms of cash m United States dollars or in tcrnis of financial 

airangcincnis comp:irabIc thereto; 

5. iliC prcc rcprcser.is ihi; normal co.-.sideration for the propeny sold unaffected by 

special or creat've finrii-cir.g or sales concessions granted by anj'one associated with 

the s:ili; 

Tlie essentia! diffcicnce bctv,een rwrket pnce and market value, as above defined, lies in the 

premise of L-itellii;ence, knowledge, and willingness, al) of %vhich are contemplated in market 

value, but nol in market pnce .Slated differently, at ;iny given moment oflime. market value 

represents what a property is jctjaliy worth, and market pnce represents what it may be sold for. 



PURPOSE AND INTENDED USE OF APPRAISAL 

The puipose of this appraisal is to provide an estimated market value of the assumed fee-title 

interest ofthe subject property. Tiie subject can be summarized as the 81.3 mile (985.45 acre) 

portion of the Grenada railroad line extending between Grenada, Mississippi, and Canton, 

Mississippi. 

FUNCTION OF THE REPORT 

The fimction of this appraisal repon is to provide data and reasoning that the appraiser has used 

in fonning the opinion of value for the subject property, as of June 30,2011. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

A physical inspection ofthe subject property revealed no visible conditions that would contnbute 

to a toxic hazard. However, considering that the property has been occupied as a railroad line in 

the past, the client, at his option, may want to obtain an environmental review or investigation of 

the property. If such toxic conditions do exist, the properly value may be adversely affected. 

This appraisal report was prepared strictly for the use of the client, and does not constitute an 

expert environmental assessment of the subject property. The appraiser is not an expert in the 

field of hazardous materials and is not qualified to identify or detect adverse soil conditions, 

asbestos, mold, radon, lead-based paint, or other potential environmentally hazardous materials 

or substances and this report should not be relied upon to detennine whether such environmental 

hazards exist on the property. 



ENDANGERED SPECIES AND n.\BITAT 

Physical inspection and typical m\ obligation ofthe subject property did not rsvea! the presence 

of any endangered species or habiiat. 

However, because certain endange:e,l species may be prevalent in that region of the counly, the 

client may want to ubta'n a binlocii-al survey ofthe property. If such species or habitats do exist 

on the propeny, potential uses and •. aluc may be alTeclcd 

This appraisal iKpon was preparoii stnctly for the use of the client and docs not constitute an 

expert biological assessment ofthe subject propeny. The appraiser is not an expert m the field of 

endangered species or habiut, a.nu ihis report should :iot be relied upon to determine whether 

sensitive ecological issues impacl th'; property. 

.A.\1ERIC.VN WITH DISABll.n IKS .ACT (ADA 

The Americans with Disabilities .Ai,t became effective J:inuary 31, 1992. The appraiser has not 

made a specific compliance sur\'cy and analysis olthe subject propeny to determine whether or 

not it !s in confoimity with the v.irous detailed requirements oflhe .ADA 

Il n possible that a compliance ••uivey ofthe prrperty, together with a detailed analysis ofthe 

requu-ements ofthe ADA could re-, e.il that the property i? not in compliance with one or more of 

Hie provisions of ;he .•\ct. If so, '.•id fact could have a negative effect upon the value of the 

property. Since t'ne appraiser has -o direct evidence re'.hting to this issue, he did not consider 

possible non-comphance with the rcqiiu-ements ofthe . \ 0 . \ in estimatmg the value ofthe subject 

propeny. 



SCOPE OF THE INVESTIGATION - PROPERTY RIGHTS APPRAISED 

In the appraisal ofthe subject property, the appraiser made a visual inspection ofthe entire line 

between mile post 622.5 and mile post 703.8. Photographs previously taken by the client were 

fiimished to the appraiser. The photographs are intended to be typical depiction ofthe subject in 

its present state and are attached as an addendum to this report. The right of way and Crack maps 

that were fiimished to the qipraiser for this report show that there was railroad ownership of 

some parcels of land, located adjacent to the right of way being appraised, in some ofthe towns 

along the right of way corridor. The adjacent land is not included in this appraisal for two 

reasons: 

1) The maps referred to above show that some of the adjacent land had been sold by the 

prior owner of the subject property. The maps were last updated in 1933, so they cannot 

be relied on to determine current ownership ofthe adjacent parcels. 

2) The appraiser understands that the existing 100 foot wide railroad rigiht of way is the 

subject of this appraisal. 

To determine if the land is held in fee simple interest, the maps referred to above and the deeds 

were examined at the Recorder's Office in each county. All show fhat the land was origmally 

acquired by the Chicago, St. Louis and New Orleans Railroad Company and deeded to the 

Illinois Central Railroad Company on July 23, 1951. The maps showing deed information raise 

a question of how much ofthe land is owned in fee simple interest. 

The table below shows the instrument of conveyance, the number of miles conveyed by that type 

of instnunent, and the number of acres acquired by that type of instrument. 



The land was acqiired by the fol'tuving mstrurc-ints 

Instrument of Ciin\evance 

Warranty Deed 

Deed 

Agreements 

Right of Way 

Condemnation 

Special Warranty Desd 

Adverse Possc.ssio:i 

Number of Miles 

3.5 miles 

1.5 miles 

1 Omile 

6 25 miles 

1 75 miles 

2 5 miles 

64.S miles 

Number of Acres 

42.42 acres. 

18.18 acres 

12 12 acres 

75.75 acres 

21 21 acres 

30.30 acres 

785 38 acres 

TOTALS 81.3 miles 985.36 acres 

-^though this appraisal is hasc.l .m tsc sunple mteresl, the client must understand ihat if the 

railroad ever discontinued service, the land that w.is acquired by any means other than by 

warranty deeds may be subject to ngliis of re\ersion. Riiilroad land acquired by condemnation 

typically proleiteJ lhc origina: .L;r.iMior if the railroad ever discontinued service. Land acquired 

by an agreenisnt would depend on Mie tenns of each hjjreement, suggesting a reversionary clause 

or a deed would hdve been issi;ed The bulk of the land was acquired by adve,̂ se possession 

This fact wo-jld tcrtainly rai.sc lhe question of fee r-wnership and tliis land may revert lo the 

onginal grantor 

NEIGHBORHOOD .\.V.\LYSl.S AND CUltRKNT LAND USE 

The north end of i:ie subject pioperty is located approximately 5 miles south ofthe city of 

Grenada. It then goes m a south, .=;outhwcsterly direction through the towns of Elliott, Duck Hill, 

Winona, Vaiden, Bcatiy, West, JJ-j.̂ ant, Goodman, Pickens, Way and Canton, Mussissippi The 



populations ofthe towns through which the railroad passes are all relatively small, suggesting a 

limited number of potential buyers. 

The six coimties through which the railroad passes, with the exception of Madison County, all 

have declining populations and limited growth of median household income. This may indicate 

a less vibrant economy and may limit the marketability of the subject property. This 

demographic infonnalion is shown as Exhibit A. 

I 
ACCESS 

The subject property runs parallel to Mississippi State Highway 51 in several places between the 

north and south end of the subject property. However, there are 51.5 miles when there is no 

street or road access to the subject property. This is a limiting condition on being able to market 

and sell this land. 

TOPOGRAPHY i 
[ 
i 

The land on both sides ofthe subject property is relatively flat. The right of way is elevated with i 

swells on both sides. The swells can be 3 or 4 feet de^, but in some areas they may be 6 or t 
1 

more feet deep. (See photographs in Addendum.) 

LIMTTING CONDITIONS 

The appraiser is of the opimon that approximately 20% of the subject will be unsaleable due to 

the following (some of which have been previously stated). 

a. Limited market due to small population 



b. Limited market due to r:; itively low income region 

c. Flooded or wet areas 

d. Subject property bcms: iicxt to a road or highway 

0 ^os;iive for poMi.bility of widening lhe road or highway 

• Difficult lo sel except to adj.icent landowner on the non-road side of right of 

way 

e. Farm owners on each iidc of subject propery may not be motivated buyers. The 100-

foot right of way woukt :iot add .signii'canlly to forest or fann production. 

f Ifa fjKiier owned lerce.l hmd on boili sides oflhe nghl of way, it w-ould be of value 

to purchase the land 

mOHEST AND BEST USI? 

Highest and bes' i.sc is defined -.Lt ihat leasonable iu:d probable use which can be expected to 

produce the greatest net return lu tl-,c land over a given period of time or that legal use which will 

jn'eld lo the l;iiii! its highest prescMl value Highest iuiii best use may also be defined as that use, 

from among rca.-:o:iably probabiy ;i.ad legal a'.temat-->e uses, found to be physically possible, 

appropnatcly i'ip:;()rted, fin.iiicia I-. ieasible, and thai r-jsults in the highest present land value. 

'ITie subject property is a railroad right of way, 100 feet wide. The right of way is typically built 

by excavating land tVom each .sule and using the excavated dirt lo elevate the right of way, 

making it hig'ier than the :u:j.->!;e-it iand. A layer of rock (ballast) is added to lhe surface to 

fiirther build up -.lie rail bed 'I -ic ballast protects the .-.iilroad ties by allowmg dramage tl-irough 

the rock lo kcLp the lies trom ro'iny. This results :n d s-ivell being on each side ofthe 12- lo 15-

foot wide rail bed 



The potential alternative uses for the right of way are as follows. 

1. Liquidation 

2. Continued Use 

3. New Corridor Acquisitions 

Liquidation 

This would involve selling the right of way, presumably to adjacent landowners. Except 

fbr land in the towns, it is doubtfiil that there would be anyone interested in the property 

that is not an adjacent landowner. The expected sales price for the land outside the towns 

would be less than at the fence (ATF) pnce which is the price of the land abutting the 

right of way as if there were a fence on the property line. 

Not all adjacent property owners will be interested buyers. Few, if any, parties that are '' 

not adjacent landowners would be interested except where the property goes througji the 'i 

towns. Land within the town boundaries would likely attract many interested buyers. 

The expected selling price would be the ATF pnce cited above. 

The overall Liquidation value will not be realized for an estimated 5 or more years. 

The total Liquidation value will be less than the ATF price because 

(a) All the land will not be sold. 

(b) The time value and money must be considered. 

(c) The ATF pnce may not be realized. 

In an article entitled Rail, Coiridor Markets and Sales Factors by Clifford ZoU in the 

Appraisal Journal, dated October 1991', it shows ten properties that were liquidated, 

Zoll, C. (1991). Rail, Corridor Markest and Sales Factors. AppraisalJournal. 



located m ten .NLd'̂ 'esiem ;.i.'.ics The sales pnce divided by the ATF price ranged from 

.44 to 99 (i c . sales pncea \ ..ned from 44% lo 00% of .ATF pnces). The average faclor 

from llic lei! sales wa.-; 63 Tiie seller and lhe Hght of way achieved 63% of lhe ATF 

price 

For the subjeci property, if iquidated, the gross proceeds based on the average land value 

of 52,200 per acre, tue ATF price would >neld gross proceeds of 52,167,000. The 

expected net pnjceeds wou'd he $1,365,210.00 

Continued L'se of Right of Way Corridor 

Rail comdors are uraque propemes. In this case. iOO feel wide and 81.3 miles long. To 

duplicate the -jorridor wo-.il'l t;ike years of contacting many property owmeris—some of 

whom woi;ld :iot be •ntc.-i sicd in selling; their land. Years of condenmation hearings 

could ensue Environincni i.ssues could caij.se ye.-irs of delay. The cost of construction of 

a 100 wide :Jid SO mile loi:^ rail line wouM take years and cost m excess of 550,000,000. 

If there is n.'iv fore.iceable .lintinusd use oflhis rail corndor. 'he right of way should be 

preserved, flic sale factor iVoin the Zoll .irriclc listed above is more than 1 0. The study 

showed 12 .sales for (oniiiiued use oflhe right of way corndor in lhe mid-Atlantic, 

Midwest ai.d west coai;t str'oi involving 4.SIO 37 acres and 466 20 miles. The sale factor 

ranges from 1 0 to I 74 w ir. LU average of s.ile or 1 52. 

The Contiiv-ied U.se value woi.ld then he S i,293..s40 00 (S2,l67.000 x 1.52) 

If lhe corridor IS Conl::iuc(i Lie the righis of rc. ersion are less likely lo occvjr. 

New Corridor .Acquisitions 

WHisn an entitv needs a eo":dor for Iran.iportal'on. power line, gas line, a rail l:nc for a 

specific u.se such as mi.-iir j , a rai! corri;ior ha-, been acquired by states to be used for 

those purpo.ses Houston, :exas, is an exaznpie of where a highway was built on the 

former railroad n^it of w.!-. I'he challenges of building a new corridor for any purpose 

IU 

http://caij.se


could take years and at a great cost for the reasons cited above under the Continued-Use 

section. 

A New Corridor Acquisition, in the Zoll study cited above, for 13 transactions had a 

factor ranging &om 3.74 to 14.09. Because of unique factors on some of the acquisitions, i 

the Zoll article concluded that a factor of 6.11 is reasonable. A 

J 
The New Conidor Acquisition value would be $13,240,370 ($2,167,000 x 6.11). 

MARKETING AND EXPOSURE TIME 

When developing an opinion of market value, an appraiser must also develop an opinion of 

reasonable exposure time that is linked to the value opinion. An estimate ofa reasonable market 

exposure period is a function of inter-related factors such as price, time and use. 

Typically, the estimate of market exposure time is based on recent data relative to sales and 

listings. However, this simply is nol possible in this instance due to the extremely unique nature 

ofthe subject property, for there arc not enough relevant former raih-oad lines selling as a unit for 

piecemeal disposition to reliably support an estimate of market exposure time. 

In this appraisal, the estimated market value ofthe real property appraised based on liquidation, 

is an estimated market exposure time of 5 years. This estimate considers that there are few 

prospective buyers knowledgeable of the property type and that it will take a considerable 

amount of time for due diligence to be conducted (due to the large and diverse nature of the 

property). The relatively small population base, all along the line, would suggest a limited 

number of interested parties. Current economic conditions could adversely impact the amount of 

time it would take to conclude any nght of way land sales. 

If the subject property could continue to be used as a corridor, the time period could be 2 years or 

less (see HIGHEST AND BEST USB). 
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QU.-VLIFICATIONS OF GEOR(-^ J. ROSS IH 

• Education- Bacl-elor"s O.-̂ -,1 ee in Busmcss 

University 0. I :iah 1961 

• Professional ..ksbociarior.s-

c National .^ssoci.-u.oi -.f Industrial -nd Oiiice Parks (>>',-\JOP) 

o Certified Cominerc. .1 Investment Member (CCLM) of Naiional Board of Realtors 

• Exoenence 

o Thirty (30) year;, wciikiiig on the .-.equi.silion and disposition of real estate for the 

railroad i.nduslry m \--:- following .si.iies Califomia, Ar.zona, Washington, Idaho. 

NonI; Dakota, Tc\ is, Louisiana. Indi: :1a, Kansas, West Vuginia, Kentucky. 

Coic-ado. Mississii '*'• ^id .Manilob.i, C.iiiada. 

o Railroads served 

" I'ulare Valie.• liaij-oad - Ca'iforna 

" Kem \ allc;. •• :iilroad - Wusl V:rginia. Colorado 

" Tii.P Rdilro.1,: - Kansas, Texas 

" 3F&L Rail'.v..y - lllmois, Texas 

" KCTRaiho-iii • Kansas (7 ImesJ Color-ido (3 lines), Texas (4 lines) 

• Souihern M:!i!iioba Railroad - Manitoba, Canada 

' GlostcrSoi-i'iin Railroad - .Mississippi, Louisiana 

° Natchez, Rai •.\ ;iy. LLC - N^ssiss.;ipi 

" Grenada Rail-.'.ay, LLC- Mississippi 

" V&S Rail-v\. ,- - Kansas, C.ii'iraco. Missouri 
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Totel Accn, .'.s " . . a ' 

Totel Current: iS-

• '.vers 

Other 

• • 

'Ic 

-V.6i",04i 
151 1 .17' 

9 

-7 71 

n ?p-

-1 i r 

- • / : • • 

. 

Pege1 



3.02"M I n rr, a Ra:l-wny, LLC 

oe/29/11 "n^iancc Sheet 
Aicrual Basis , '• . " ' J u n e 20, 2011 

Long Term Lj- '. . -I 
N.'P-ASK'lo . I :< --.-'- Ll,'.) 
N/p-'i/ss n -'.--,-

N / P C N N J I '̂ -1.1111! , U'choso 

Totel i-Oi-.g 1 e Li. i.. ,;- -.. 

Total Liabilities 

equity 
Member's E;?i' ( " . T I 
Member's E n ' - i 
Owners Eqi i i " 
Rete.ned Ea-i.'iii « 
Net Income 

Total Equity 

TOTAL L'A3ILiT:!-.r, 

Page 2 



API-.NDIXI 



VCrjFIC.iLTION 

I, Riion-ifi Nicoloff, Piesi'-l.'-nt ol Grenada Rail'A'ay !.LC, ce- ' 

perjury, undei tlie laws of'Jie L;,; -li Su-.'.cs of Amsr.ca, tliat I hn-.".-

Petition for Ab.indoninent Exer 'ion a"d that its assertior.s :cc in 

best of my kjc-'/ledge, inform!!- " i and P'.;iief I furthei declare t'l •• 

authorized to iiibmit this verif;.-..'i'~'n or. 1-ehaIf of Grenada R.iil'A'a; 1 

\wilfjl iiiisstatr;rnenls or omissi'' -i r f iii 't-.-rial fict constituti; fede-.i! 

punishable -jndcr 18 U.S C lOOi ' •• •.njiiisoiuncntiip ;T> f" .-c y'r.i' 

$10,000 ibreac'.i offense. Add' • .dl) i.xsc.TiaEtatcir.ci!., .ii" ;-

under 1 8 U S C 1621, which pi ..cs ruj *̂ .-ifs up toi2,C J ,r i 

years for each offense. 

Dated a' Sail Lake City.'."",!;.' y''/^d, y i..-[S-.:p:j.r.Wi ' I 

^ ' J j . ^ pLii..ii..i.i 1 1.-^ 

'•-r penalty of 

• foregoing 

•rect to the 

'Vilified and 

I laiowtliat 

1 violations 

^ up to 

.3 perjui-y 

:i up to five 

y y . 

file:///wilfjl


Cr.RTII-IFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that I thi.s day have served a copy ofthe foi 

Abandonment Exemption upon lh<j Mississippi and Federal agencu:-

consulted in the preparation ofthe Environmental and Historic Rcr 

shippers on the Rail Line and Kosciusko & Southwestern Railway 

the pleading by pre-paid first-class mail lo the addressees as show-

Dated at Washington, DC, ihis 20lh day of September 2011 

.'ctition for 

'•1 were 

'i ofthe 

ng a copy of 

iitached list. 
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TrueBlock"" Technology Patent Pen;! 
J5e Avery® TEMPLATE 5163™ 

•Mt/jw aver-jt com 
l-BOO-GO-AVERY 

A V E R Y ® siej-"" 

Mr. Greg Willian^son 
Review and Compliance Offlc..- - SHIPO 
Department of Archives and iii.'-tnrv 
P O. Box 571 
Jackson, MS 39205-0571 

Vlr. Davd I oiii 
Chief, l'cr-!i!i S; 
U.S. Ar'i;% CJT: 
•il55CI.,y Str'jc! 
VicksbuTL'. \1.S .' 

Bulatory. Br. 
.lecrs 

.Ms. IZvona Loving, Admin Ass'. 
Office of Budget and Fund Mgmt. 
Department of Finance & Adnii'iistration 
P. O. Box 267 
Jackson. MS 39205 

Mr l lL-i-rr ru;::i-
\ j ,S ril)- I 'i.:-"!-
C. For*;''' ' ' , "• 
A'nnta, •. ' :" 

I'on Agency 

Ms. Willa J. Brantley 
Bureau director. Wetland Pcnr iting 
Department of Marine Resources 
1141 Bayview Avenue (Ste ' J ) 
Biloxi, MS 39530 

i ;sn ' \N' 
I '10 V ' 

. ' i , ' ' . r ' 

Cons. Serv. 

•n 

Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O Box2261 
Jackson, MS 39225 

Mr. Slev'2 Gard 
11 c / r 1, 1 -1. 

!• 0 '. • 

' i l -T l , 

•fJC 

L! S. National Park Service 
100 Alabama St, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Mr. S i m o n .Mo:U' 

N'GS.'Ji- • ' : • • • : \.stem Div. 

fie\ AH3AV-C.9-008-1. «E9is iueae6 ai zasiinn 



ThieBIOCk™ Technology Patent Pendmg 
Use AveryO TEMPLATE 5163™ 

www.ave'-/.com 
1-800-GO-A>.-Ei1Y 

AVERY® 5163^ 

Mr. AI Hankin 
Hankin Lumber Sales 
P . O . Box 370 
C a n a d a , MS 38902 

Mr. Ricky ICilgo-
Winona Hnr'l'.vc 
164 S i i v i - I,IV.-,, 
Winoiv ' ~. '6 

lent 

Mr. Clyde Smith, Manager 
Tri-County Coop 
564 Yazoo St. 
Pickens, MS 39146 

Mr. Brent ' 
'I hom:'.' 
1964>• 
c- --,!•• : 

'homii 

Mr. Joe Roberts 
B»irrows Papaer Company 
P. O. Box 98 
Pkkens, MS 39146 

Mr. Don P. 
Koscius' • 
1- O. li . 
\ .:-. -r • 

13ro\< 

••m Ry. 

R ^ Aa3AV-O9-008-l ME91S HieqeB e| zesujin 

http://www.ave'-/.com

